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Greetings, Pensacola State family and friends. 

In 2023, the College celebrated a historic milestone — its 75th anniversary.

Pensacola State College opened in 1948 with 136 students in a downtown Pensacola boarding house. 

Today, PSC has seven locations — Pensacola, Milton and Warrington campuses, the Century Center, 

Downtown Center, South Santa Rosa Center and the Santa Rosa Industrial Park East.

Over 123,500 students have become Pensacola State alumni – earning associate and bachelor degrees 

and workforce certificates from the College. Currently, over 21,400 students are enrolled in classes.

The College has aligned with ST Engineering, the City of Pensacola, FloridaWest Economic 

Development Alliance, Santa Rosa (County) Economic Development, and Triumph Gulf Coast to 

operate an Aviation Maintenance Training Academy to train skilled workers in airframe power plant 

mechanics for the region’s developing aviation industry.

PSC was also awarded a $2.5 million Community  Development Block Grant to bolster building trades 

training and employment in Hurricane Sally-impacted communities.

During the historic 75th anniversary year, the College opened the state-of-the-art Bear Jones  

Moore Reeves Center for Math and Advanced Technology. Located on the Pensacola campus, the 

center is the second phase of replacing the Baars Building (the first structure built in 1957 on the  

Ninth Avenue campus). 

The Joe Ambersley and Pete Peña basketball court was unveiled on Oct. 12. The name honors Coach 

Peña, PSC’s basketball coach for the past 15 years, and his longtime friend and PSC Athletics supporter, 

Joe Ambersley.

Other highlights of the President’s Report include the Lady Pirates Volleyball Team’s spectacular 

season. The team finished fourth at the NJCAA Division II Women’s Volleyball National Tournament in 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa. This was the program’s first time making it to The Final Four at Nationals.

As in previous years, U.S. News and World Report ranked the online Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Program No. 3 in Florida and 74th in the U.S. 

For the 14th consecutive year, PSC was named a 2023 Military Friendly® School by Viqtory Media. PSC 

also earned the “Gold” designation for the second year.

The College was chosen as one of eight Bellwether Legacy Award finalists to compete for the 2024 

Legacy Award. In 2017, Pensacola State’s Virtual Tutoring Program won the national Bellwether Award 

— beating out more than 2,500 applicants.

PSC remains committed to student success by offering small classes, exemplary faculty, and a quality 

postsecondary education ranked nationally in the Top 1 percent for affordability.

The College’s donors, friends and supporters for the past 75 years have and continue to make a 

tremendous difference in the lives of thousands upon thousands of our students. 

For more information about PSC, visit pensacolastate.edu or our social media platforms ‒ Facebook, 

Instagram, LinkedIn or Twitter. 

Sincerely,

Edward Meadows President
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Big Break Golf Classic
The 17th Annual Big Break Golf Tournament, presented 
by D.R. Horton and chaired by Sharon Hess Herrick, 
was held May 4 at Stonebrook Golf Club. Through 
a combination of team sponsorships, ticket sales, 
raffles, and mulligans, over $48,000 was raised in 
support of the Pensacola State College Fund for 
Excellence. This vital fund plays a pivotal role in 
bolstering various aspects of the College, including 
scholarships, programs, and overall development. To 
date, the collective efforts of supporters have amassed 
a remarkable total exceeding $350,000 since the 
tournament’s inception in 2006. Congratulations to the 
2023 winning teams! First Place: Pace Water Systems; 
Second Place: D.R. Horton; Third Place: Roman Wilson, 
Scott Griffith, Ty Grant, and Randy Grant.

Garde 
Manger
Pensacola State College's annual 
Garde Manger celebration in July 
welcomed over 150 donors and 
supporters to the Pensacola campus 
for an evening filled with food and 
camaraderie. Hosted by PSC President 
Ed Meadows and the Pensacola 
State College Foundation, the event 
serves as a heartfelt appreciation to 
donors whose generous contributions 
of $1,000 or more play a vital role 
in funding student scholarships, 
programs, facilities, and beyond. 
Under the guidance of the Culinary 
Arts program, students from the Garde 
Manger class meticulously prepare 
more than 800 delectable tasting 
dishes, showcasing their culinary 
talents and dedication to excellence. 

FOUNDATION



The 15th Annual Day of Clays, presented 
by TRANE, was held Oct. 14 at the Santa 
Rosa Shooting Center. In 2023, $170,000 
was raised through the contributions of 
204 donors and sponsors for PSC’s Fund for 
Excellence. Winning teams were First Place 
Red Course Team: Ready Mix USA; First Place 
Green Course Team: Kenneth Horne and 
Associates; First Place Men’s Red Course 
Shooter: Mike Morette; First Place Men’s 

Green Course Shooter: Randy Hendricks; 
First Place Women’s Red Course Shooter: 
Jessica Rockhill; First Place Women’s Green 
Course Shooter: Stacy Williams; First Place 
Junior Red Course Shooter: Grayson Pruden; 
First Place Junior Green Course Shooter: 
Hayden Anderson; Overall Shooting Honors 
to Michael Solliday (Red Course) and Randy 
Hendricks (Green Course).

Day of Clays
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The PSC Nonprofit Center for Excellence and Philanthropy 
helps to support the training and education of nonprofit 
professionals, community leaders, volunteers and 
board members across the Emerald Coast from Baldwin 
County, Alabama, to Bay County, Florida. In 2023, the 

Center hosted nine nonprofit trainings featuring 23 
expert speakers on key areas of nonprofit work and 
management. Throughout the year, over 170 attendees 
representing 139 local nonprofit organizations received 
invaluable instruction at these trainings. 

PSC Nonprofit Center for 
Excellence & Philanthropy

On Sunday evening, Feb. 5, Drs. Tip and Ellen McKnight 
graciously welcomed guests into their magnificent home to 
host the second Earl Peyroux Culinary Scholarship cocktail 
reception. In 2020, Hal George and Dr. Ellen McKnight 
introduced the concept of an endowed scholarship in 
honor of Chef Peyroux to the Foundation. This scholarship, 

designed to provide ongoing support to culinary students, 
serves as a tribute to the cherished local legend, Chef 
Peyroux. The highlight of the evening was a captivating 
culinary demonstration by Chef Daniel Watts and Sous Chef 
David Penniman of Classic City Catering, paying homage to 
the late chef. 

Earl Peyroux Scholarship
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FOUNDATION

In 2023, donors’ generosity helped provide 
969 unique students with 1,498 scholarship 
awards. Over the course of the year, donors 
of Pensacola State College Foundation 
established six brand-new scholarships — 
three that are immediately available for award 

and three which are endowed and will support 
students into perpetuity. With the addition 
of these six new scholarships, Pensacola 
State College now offers over 315 privately-
funded scholarships to students in pursuit of 
education and opportunity.

1,498 
SCHOLARSHIPS

During the holiday season, Pensacola State 
College hosted sponsors and honored 
scholarship Change Makers and distinguished 
donors at the Bear Jones Moore Reeves Center 
for Math and Advanced Technology and the 
Morette Sky Terrace. The Holiday Experience 
event celebrated local philanthropy, bringing 
the community together to recognize 
achievements. Jo-Ann and Michael Price, 
founders of the Change Maker Program, 
spearheaded the evening's festivities. Their 
dedication to education is exemplified by the 
establishment of the I Can Do It! Endowed 
Scholarship in 2020 which continues to 
make a positive impact at PSC. Guests enjoyed self-guided tours 
of the venue, explored the scenic Morette Sky Terrace, and were 
entertained by live music from former PSC students. A lively 

auction, led by local business owner Collier Merrill, featured unique 
items such as a Pensacola “Pelican in Paradise” and a week-long 
Maine vacation. Proceeds from the auction support the College and 
address PSC's greatest needs.

Change Makers  
& Distinguished 
Donors

Scholarships
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The Pensacola State College Team won first place in the 27th 
YMCA Corporate Cup Challenge Large Company Division 
held on Oct. 7. Members of PSC’s “Dream Team” were Maria 
E. Brake, Mikayla Bowen, Kirk Bradley, Stephanie Denmark, 
Sarah Hallett, Samantha Hill, Mike Listau, Devodric McBride, 
Briana Moore, Bri Nesiti, Joseph Peterson, Mitzie Sowell,  
Jon Stephenson, John Vitale, Chandler White and  
Quentshon Wilson.
The PSC Team placed in several events:

•	 Joseph Peterson placed second in Closest to the Pin
•	 Chandler White placed third in Hula Hoop It Up
•	 Mikayla Bowen, Kirk Bradley, Stephanie Denmark, John 

McTally, Bri Nesiti and Jon Stephenson placed third in the 
Bucket Challenge.

EMPLOYEES

President’s 
Leadership Institute
The 2023 Pensacola State College President's Leadership 
Institute members were recognized on May 17 at Atlas 
Oyster House in Pensacola. PSC President Ed Meadows 
congratulated the graduates on completing the program, where 
administrators, faculty and staff spend nine months learning 
about the College and postsecondary education in Florida. 
The 2023 PLI graduates are Tanya Brashers, Abe Clark, Ingrid 
Davis, Stephanie Denmark, Neil Gonzales, Domenick Grasso, 
Wayne Hagan, Veronica Jennings, Jessica Johnson, Mel Miner, 
Darlene Mosley, Michael Payne, Joseph Peterson, Ken Phillips, 
Lauren Rogers, Scott Schackmann, Tricia Sheridan, Sam Smith, 
Jon Stephenson, Kelby Thornton, Brian Weaver, Nichole Wilson 
and Stacy Young. Juanita Scott, Thor Garber, Rafael Deliz and 
Rameca Vincent Leary served as PLI facilitators.

YMCA Corporate Cup Challenge
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Six Pensacola State College faculty members were inducted into the 
Academy of Teaching Excellence, and the Outstanding New Faculty 
Member was selected. Pictured, from left are:

•	 Associate Professor Robyn Ludlum, Natural Sciences

•	 Adjunct Faculty Tabitha Epperson-Graham, Humanities and 
Social Sciences

•	 Instructor Lauren Baugus, English and Communications

•	 (Outstanding New Faculty Member) Dr. Jennifer Wortendyke, 
center, Natural Sciences Assistant Professor

•	 Instructor Necia Nicholas, Natural Sciences

•	 Assistant Professor Dr. Kate Cavanaugh, Natural Sciences

•	 Professor Don Lee, Health Sciences

Academy of Teaching 
Excellence Inductees

President Meadows 
voted Chair of COP
Pensacola State President Dr. C. Edward Meadows was 
voted chair of the Florida College System Council of 
Presidents (COP). 

Meadows is the sixth president of Pensacola State College 
and was selected following a national search in June 
2008. He is a past chair of the COP.

Rising Stars
Four Pensacola State College employees — Stephanie Denmark, 
Mikenzie Francis-Opperman, Obi Kalu and Hailey Lotz — were 
selected InWeekly 2023 Rising Stars. Denmark is the Registrar. 
Francis is the Director of Foundation Scholarships, Institutional 
Development. Kalu is a TRIO EOC Specialist. Lotz is the Executive 
Director for Development, Alumni and Athletics. 
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Homecoming
Two nontraditional Pensacola State students — 
Nursing students Jocelyn Gebhard and Derek 
Olford — were crowned 2023 Homecoming 
Queen and King. Other members of the 
Homecoming Court were Aaliyah Taylor, 
Stephanie Murphy, Christina Hunter, Kyrsten 
Fehl, Alex Gilchrist and Victor Dixon Jr. 

ADDYs Winners
Eighteen Pensacola State College 
graphic design and photography 

students won 69 ADDY awards at the 2023 Pensacola 
American Advertising Federation Gala. 

The students won 26 gold and 42 
silver awards. Casey DeLong won one of 
three Judges Awards, along with two gold 
and six silver ADDYs. Jennifer Manare 

won 10 ADDYs — five gold and five silver 
awards. 

Other Pensacola State ADDY winners were Lindsi Hicks – 4 
Gold; Jacey Bowen – 3 Gold, 6 Silver; Richard Smith – 3 Gold, 5 
Silver; Alana Cox – 2 Gold, 6 Silver; Ralitsa Mihaylova – 1 Gold, 
3 Silver; Katelyn Post – 1 Gold; Sherrie Drisdell – 1 Gold, Micala 
Mathews – 1 Gold; Megan Rathmann- 1 Gold; Isabelle Dupuis 
– 1 Gold, 4 Silver; Danielle Carroll – 1 Gold, 1 Silver; Charlotte 
Blessing – 1 Silver; Maria Tirado – 1 Silver; Amy Athans – 2 
Silver; Autumn Notley – 1 Silver; and Hannah Allison – 1 Silver.

STUDENTS ACHIEVING

PAGE 10 | PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2023



PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE | PAGE 11

Florida College System Press  
Association Awards
The Corsair, Pensacola State College’s 
student newspaper, placed third in 
the General Excellence category of the 
64th annual Florida College System 
Press Association Awards Publications 
Association Conference.

Sam Barlow also won first place in the 
sports photography category. Other Corsair 
staffers also won:

Second Place

News Story: Sam Barlow; In-Depth 
Reporting: Arda Johnson; Editorial Cartoon: 
Enrique Viveros; News Photo: Sam Barlow; 
and Picture Story: Enrique Viveros and  
Sam Barlow 

Third Place

Editorial: Enrique Vivero; Sports Writing: 
Matthew Walker and Design: Corsair staff 

Inner Circle Awards were presented to Sam 
Barlow and Enrique Viveros for winning 
awards in three or more categories.

At the awards ceremony, the Kilgore 
Review, Pensacola State College's student-
operated literary magazine, won first 
place in the General Excellence Magazine 
Division A category.

Fiona Rodriguez placed first in the poem 
category, with three poems by Maeve Sims, 
Jessika Spann and Amaya Stallworth also 
capturing first place. Other winners include:

First Place

Nonfiction: Light Loray, Artwork: Ashlie 
Westmark, Photo: Enrique Viveros, Cover: 
Micala Mathews and Contents Pages: Micala 
Mathews.

 

Second place

Artworks (three works): Adrienne Brendtro, 
Ashley Gray and Ashlie Westmark; Two-Page 
Spread Design: Ashley Gray and Isabella 
Carroll; Design: Micala Mathews and  
Jessika Spann; and Photography (three 
photos): Mike Gouzouskis, Trinity Lentz and 
Brett Nestande 

Third Place

Fiction: Ellis Rodriguez and Editing:  
Kilgore staff.

An Inner Circle Award was presented to 
Micala Mathews.

Fiona Rodriguez was presented the Debra 
Vazquez Memorial Award for best poem 
over all divisions.

PSC Charter Academy 
Inaugural Graduates
Members of the Charter Academy 2023 graduating class were Breanna Nyora 
Aimable, cum laude; Tait Jack Anderson, summa cum laude; Sebastian Ethan 
Berry, magna cum laude; Francesca Michelle Boyland, summa cum laude; 
Trinity Kay Cash, summa cum laude; Savanah Marie Dumagan, summa cum 
laude; Sydney Marie Eykyn, magna cum laude; Owen Le Gall Fortner; Emily 
Marie Garcia, summa cum laude; Nicholas John Guy, magna cum laude; 
Gwynneth Galilee McKeithen, summa cum laude; Jonathan Carlton Anthony 
McKinley, magna cum laude; Madison Lynn Oake, magna cum laude; Allen 
John Peterson, summa cum laude; Rico Sage Stamey, summa cum laude; Caleb 
Eliott Waters, summa cum laude; and Salvador John Zendejas, summa cum 

laude. Boyland, Cash, Dumagan, Stamey 
and Zendejas earned associate in arts 
degrees from Pensacola State College in 
2023. McKeithen is not pictured.

CHARTER
ACADEMY
PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE
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President's Choice Award
A golden hour sunset photograph captured by PSC  
student Ryann Makenzie Salter was selected for the 
2023 President’s Choice Award from the 2023 Annual 
Student Art Awards Exhibition. 

Titled “Sunset on the Line,” the photo hung in the 
Barfield Building lobby for a year. Salter, a graphic 
design major, snapped the image of the sun setting 
on the Gulf of Mexico from the roof of the Flora-Bama 
Lounge, Package and Oyster Bar in Perdido Key.

Titled “Sunset on the Line,” the photo was selected 
as the 2023 President’s Choice Award from the 2023 
Annual Student Art Awards Exhibition. It will hang in 
the Barfield Building lobby for a year.

“Sunset on the Line” features a crescent moon in an 
ombre sky transforming from reddish-orange to a 
deep blue. A Washingtonia Robusta Palm Tree and 
the balconies of a condominium are silhouetted in 
the forefront of the photo.

Salter, center, is pictured with PSC President Ed 
Meadows and Chelsea Weaver, Gallery Coordinator 
for the Visual Arts Department, at the unveiling of 
Salter’s photo, “Sunset on the Line."

Nurse Explorer Boot Camp
In July, 11 Northwest Florida high school students participated 
in the first-ever Nurse Explorer Boot Camp on Pensacola State 
College’s Warrington campus. Funded by a $50,000 HCA Florida 
West Hospital grant, the Nurse Explorer Boot Camp Program 
included the camp where high school seniors learned various 
aspects of the nursing profession and worked with the PSC 
nursing faculty and simulation specialists in real-life situations.

During the fall, the students gathered to hear speakers in the 
nursing and other health care fields and take on additional 
educational challenges. Boot camp participants were PSC Charter 
Academy students — Janice Barnes, Abigail Belliveau, Emily Reyes 
Bretau, Brook Gatshall, Marshall Sechrist, Destany Stevens, Nate 
Stotts and Saleen Waters. Two other Okaloosa County students — 

Choctaw High’s Jasmine Daugard and Kayden Sutton and Niceville 
High's McKenzie Janssen — participated in the boot camp.

Warrington campus Dean Dusti Sluder and faculty Diane Jennette, 
Melissa Sims, Beth Menah, Sandy Moore, Charlotte Philyaw, 
Mitzie Sowell and Corey Lofton led the boot camp sessions.

Also partnering with the College and HCA Florida was Chain 
Reaction — a local nonprofit that empowers 14- to 18-year-olds 
through real-world service and leadership experiences. Chain 
Reaction shared its Resume Learning Plan and Leadership 
Development programs that help students excel in the workforce. 

Another partner, West Florida Area Health Education Center, 
assisted with student recruitment.
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2023 U.S. News and World Report
In January, Pensacola State College's online 
RN to BSN (Bachelor of Science in Nursing) 
Program was ranked among the best in the 
Florida College System, the state and nation 
by U.S. News and World Report.
In the publication’s “Best Online Bachelor’s 
Programs 2023 Edition,” the program was 

ranked third among FCS institutions, 10th 
among all Florida colleges and universities 
and 74th in the United States.
The online RN to BSN Program was ranked 
second in the FCS, seventh among all Florida 
colleges and universities and 43rd in the 
U.S. in the publication’s 2023 Best Online 
Bachelor’s Program for Veterans category.

2023-2024 Gold Military Friendly® School 
In March, Pensacola State College was 
named a 2023-2024 Gold Military Friendly® 
School by Viqtory Media. This was the 14th 
year the College has received the accolade 
and the second consecutive year earning the 
gold designation.

ACCOLADES

Bellwether Award
In October, Pensacola State College was 
selected as one of eight Bellwether Legacy 
Award Finalists to compete for the 2024 
Legacy Award.

The nationally recognized Bellwether 
Legacy Award identifies and honors an 
innovative community college program that 
demonstrates five or more years of student 

success. It is a replicable, scalable, equity-
focused program with years of evidenced-
based success. 

In 2017, Pensacola State’s Virtual Tutoring 
Program won the Bellwether Award in 
the Instructional Programs and Services 
category — beating out more than 2,500 
applicants and nine other top finalists.

Florida Blue & Pirates CARE
In October, Pensacola State College 
was awarded a $300,000 Florida Blue 
Foundation grant to be used over four 
years to offer students mental health and 
case management services and mental 
health training to community members and 
caregivers. 

The College will use the grant to offer full-
time mental health and case management 

services on the Warrington campus.

The initiative — The Pirates CARE: Holistic 
Approach to Community Health Program — 
provides trauma-informed counseling and 
case management services to low-income, 
high-need, at-risk students (teens, adults 
and seniors) and mental health training to 
parents and caregivers across Escambia and 
Santa Rosa counties.

PSC Rebuilds
In July, Pensacola State College was 
awarded nearly $2.5 million in Community 
Development Block Grant  —  Disaster 
Recovery funds to bolster construction 
trades employment in Hurricane Sally-
impacted communities.

PSC, George Stone Technical College, 
CareerSource Escarosa and Habitat 
for Humanity will collaborate to train 
low- to moderate-income residents in 
the carpentry, electrical, HVAC (heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning), masonry, 
plumbing and welding trades.

The short-term noncollege credit boot 
camps will allow students to earn 
certificates and jumpstart careers in 
construction. Titled PSC ReBuilds, the short-

term boot camps are based on National 
Center for Construction Education and 
Research (NCCER) requirements for entry-
level certification. Boot camps started in 
early 2024. 

The Florida Department of Commerce 
announced the $2,499,541.64 grant 
under the Rebuild Florida Workforce 
Recovery Training Program. The program 
was launched to fund local workforce 
development boards, educational 
institutions and technical centers in 
communities most impacted by Hurricane 
Sally. The Category 2 storm caused more 
than $7.3 billion in estimated damages 
when it hit the Florida Panhandle and 
coastal Alabama on Sept. 18, 2020. 
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Pensacola State College 
Celebrates 75th Anniversary
Sept. 13, 2023, was a red-letter date 
for Pensacola State — the College 
commemorated its 75th anniversary 
with a full day of celebratory events.

The College opened on Sept. 13, 1948, 
with 136 students in Akins Boarding 
House in downtown Pensacola. 
Today, the College boasts more than 
121,000 graduates and PSC's footprint 
includes seven campuses and centers 
– Pensacola, Milton, Warrington, 
Downtown, Century, South Santa Rosa, 
and a Truck Driving Training Facility in 
the Santa Rosa Industrial Park East.

The celebration began with a noon 
cookout for students, followed by an 
afternoon social for employees, and 
culminated with a community gala at 
the Jean and Paul Amos Performance 
Studio at WSRE-TV that night. 

Pensacola, Gulf Breeze, Escambia 
and Santa Rosa counties signed 
proclamations recognizing the 
College’s milestone. Gulf Breeze 
Mayor Cherry Fitch, Escambia County 
Commissioner Lumon May, Santa Rosa 
Commissioner Colton Wright and City 
of Pensacola Economic Development 
and Neighborhood Services Director 

Erica Grancagnolo read and presented 
the documents to PSC District Board of 
Trustees Chair Dr. Troy Tippett. 

Current and former members of the 
PSC Board of Trustees — Dona Usry, 
Carol Carlan, Julie Sheppard, Patrick 
Dawson, Ed Moore, Gordon “Flash” 
Sprague, Monsignor Luke Hunt and 
Frank White — toasted the College at 
the gala.

Dr. Lusharon Wiley, Pensacola Mayor 
D.C. Reeves, and former mayors Jerry 
Maygarden, Grover Robinson IV and 
Mike Wiggins also were on hand and 
congratulated the College. Robinson is 
the College’s associate vice president 
of government and community 
relations.

Pensacola State College alums and 
married couples Jay and Lynne 
Butcher, Kelsey and Stephanie Powell, 
and Charlie and Fran Switzer sliced the 
75th-anniversary cake. 

The event was standing-room only, 
with longtime PSC supporters — Sandy 
Sansing, former Pensacola council 
member PC Wu, Jan Miller, Jim Reeves, 
Pensacola council member and PSC 
faculty member Jennifer Brahier,  

David Sutton, Escambia County 
Property Appraiser Chris Jones, Scott 
Luth, Dr. and Mrs. Gaylon McCollough, 
Trey Poirier and Ron Jackson — in 
attendance.

The day-long celebration started 
with a lunchtime 75th Anniversary 
Pirate Cookout for students in the 
Building 5 Gazebo on the Pensacola 
campus. Students enjoyed hotdogs, 
chips, cold drinks, desserts, and 
music by Pensacola State alum DJ DT 
(David Taylor). Chandler White, PSC 
Student Engagement and Leadership 
Coordinator, along with students, 
sliced a 75th Anniversary cake.

At 2 p.m., PSC faculty and staff 
employees celebrated with an event 
in the Student Center where Jasmine 
Brown, Monique Collins, Mary Anne 
Petruska, Juanita Scott, Mike Will 
and Rick Dunn joined Dr. Meadows 
in an anniversary toast. The event 
was livestreamed to the other PSC 
campuses and centers.

Longest-serving employees Betty 
Freeney, Petruska, and PSC Student 
Ambassador Ashton Beeman cut the 
ceremonial 75th-anniversary cake.
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Pensacola State College began as 
Pensacola Junior College – Florida’s first 
public junior college established under 
the Minimum Foundation Program Law 
in 1947.

On Sept. 13, 1948, 136 students attended 
classes in Aiken Boarding House with 
James L. McCord as the director. 

In 1953, the College moved to the former 
Pensacola High School on Lee Square. 

In 1957, the first students attended 
classes in the new Mary Ellison 
Baars Building 1 on Ninth Avenue.

In 1958, the College introduced 
a two-year nursing program in a 
joint venture with Baptist Hospital.

In 1962, PSC became one of three Florida 
colleges to establish a dental hygiene 
program.

In 1965 the area’s first planetarium 
opened to the public.

PJC and Booker T. Washington 
Junior College merged.

WSRE-TV Channel 23 went on  
the air.

In 1971, the PSC Milton Center opened in 
the former Canal Street School in Milton 
with William H. Massey as the director.

In 1977, the $8 million Warrington 
campus opened on 164.7 acres 
of land donated by the U.S. 
government.

In 1981, PSC opened a center at Naval 
Air Station Pensacola to offer classes 
to military and civilian personnel.

PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE HISTORY
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Today, 75 years later, the 
College boasts an enrollment 
of more than 21,400 students 
with over 123,500 graduates.

In 1989, the College’s Downtown Center 
opened in the Blount Building.

The Baroco Center for Science and 
Advanced Technology was dedicated 
in 1990. The 125,000-square-foot center 
was designed to provide the latest 
in science, mathematics, computer 
science, and advanced technology 
programs and house a high-tech 
planetarium.

The $7 million, 43,000 square-foot 
Kugelman Center for Telecommunications 
opened in 1994 to house WSRE-TV, the 
area’s first digital television station.

In 2002, the Anna Lamar Switzer 
Center for Visual Arts opened, 
and the Charles A. Atwell Health 
Sciences Complex was dedicated.

In March 2005, the 16,257 square-foot 
Jean and Paul Amos Performance 
Studio was dedicated. Several PBS 
celebrities attended the event.

In 2010, the State Board of Education 
elevated the Milton Center to Milton 
Campus.

In January 2012, Pensacola State 
opened the new 35,000-square-
foot South Santa Rosa Center. The 
Century Center also opened in 2012.

In 2013, the College unveiled a new  
logo reflecting PSC’s name change  
and beautiful coastal area. 

In April 2021, the College unveiled the 
state-of-the-art Baars Technology 
Building. The $15 million 23,839-square-
foot facility is home to STEM programs 
and other high-tech fields of study. 

On Sept. 20, 2022, PSC cut the ribbon 
on the 13,000-square-foot Truck Driver 
Training Facility in Milton’s Santa Rosa 
Industrial Park East. 

On Oct. 30, 2023, the ceremonial 
ribbon was cut on the Bear Jones 
Moore Reeves Center for Mathematics 
and Advanced Technology.

On July 1, 2010, Pensacola 
Junior College officially became 
Pensacola State College to reflect 
its expanded mission to offer 
workforce and bachelor degrees.

In 1997, President Horace 
“Ed” Hartsell and the 
District Board of Trustees 
announced plans to build 
an 80-foot bell tower on the 
Pensacola campus as part 
of PJC’s 50th anniversary 
celebration. The carillon was 
named after PJC alum M.J. 
Menge, the College’s general 
counsel for 31 years.

In 1982, the College purchased 
an 80-acre site along U.S. 90 
for the new Milton Center, 
which opened for classes in 
1985. The center’s Phase II was 
completed in 1986.
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ATHLETICS

Ambersley & Peña  
Basketball Court
The Joe Ambersley and Pete Peña basketball court was 
unveiled on Oct. 12 in Hartsell Arena. The court was named 
in honor of Peña, the College’s basketball coach for the past 
15 years, and his longtime friend and PSC Athletics supporter, 
Joe Ambersley. Ambersley and Peña's actual signatures are 
inscribed on the court, emblazoned with the PSC Pirate logo.

Ambersley and his wife, Maggie, are longtime PSC 
supporters. In 2013, the Joseph D. and Margit Amberley 
Family Foundation donated $1,000 to the College. In 2021, 
the family pledged $70,750 and was credited for previous 
gifts toward PSC Athletics. This brought the total to $100,000 
to name the court.

Pensacola Sports Association
Pensacola State College’s Athletics Program 
received a historic boost with a $250,000 donation 
from Pensacola Sports Association. The donation 
— announced at the College’s Pirate Experience 
held Sept. 27 — is the lead gift in the PSC Athletics 

Program “Game Plan” capital campaign. The 
donation is the largest in the College’s athletics 
program history. Pictured are Pensacola Sports 
officials and PSC administrators at the check 
presentation ceremony.
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Pensacola State College's inaugural women's soccer 
team was named the Region 8 champions. Team 
members played in the NCAA Division II South Atlantic 
Championship Game. Head Coach Yepishin was named 
the Region 8 Coach of the Year. Paige Phillips was 
selected as the Region 8 Player of the Year. 

Phillips, Jenna Maiorino, Sidney Roest, Holland Tausher, 
Morgan Trombley and Emily Willis were also selected to 
the Region 8 Division II All-Region Team.

PSC  Women’s  
Soccer Region 8  
Champions

Cross-Country Team Competes at Nationals
The Pensacola State College Cross-Country Team 
placed — for the first time — as a team at NJCAA 5K 
National Championship on Nov 11.

The Top 3 PSC finishers were Kaydee Cook at 23:15, 
Christine Clark at 23:23 and Madyson Sutherlin at 
23:44. Emmalei Miller at 24:03 placed fourth and 
Trinity Maracle with 25:28 was fifth.

The team also participated in the NJCAA Half Marathon 
National Championship Meet on Nov. 14. Cook, 
Maracle and Miller participated as a team in the event. 
Cook finished first at 1:50, Maracle completed the 
marathon at 2:05, and Miller, the team captain, came 
in at 2:07.
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Finishing Top 4 NJCAA  
Division II Volleyball
In November, the Pensacola State College 
volleyball team finished fourth at the NJCAA 
Division II Women’s Volleyball National 
Tournament in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. Libero 
Maddie Mire was named to the NJCAA DII 
Championship All-Tournament Team.

The team finished the season 34-5 and won 
the FCSAA DII/NJCAA South Atlantic District 
Championship. Coach Patricia Gandolfo was 
named the NJCAA Division II South Atlantic 
District Championship Coach of the Year and 
received the FCSAA Kim Whitney Award.

Kiara Vega was named NJCAA First Team 
All-American, NJCAA Division II Volleyball 
Offensive Player of the Week, AVCA/
GameChanger Women’s Two-Year Player of 
the Week, and the Region 8  DII Volleyball 
Setter of the Week eight times during the 
regular season.

Nine Pensacola State College student-athletes committed to Division I, Division II, NAIA and NAICU colleges and universities in April 2023. 
The signees were:
Baseball Players

•	 Colton Ryals committed to the University of Louisiana Lafayette 
•	 Andreaus Lewis II committed to Manhattan College.

Men’s Basketball
•	 Zondrick Garrett signed letter of intent to Texas A&M University-

Commerce. 
•	 Nieagell Sturkey signed letter of intent Harris-Stowe State 

University.

Softball Players
•	 Tori Ratigan committed to Nova Southeastern University.
•	 Emma Brown committed to Dordt University. 

Women’s Basketball
•	 Ja’Miyah Bryant signed with Hofstra University.

Volleyball Players
•	 Tiana Curry committed to Savannah State University. 
•	 Julia Nevue, not pictured, signed with the College of Coastal 

Georgia after the fall 2022 semester. 

PSC Student-Athletes Commit 
to DI, DII, Other Programs

PAGE 20 | PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2023



PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE | PAGE 21

The College retired the late Carla 
Williams’ jersey number 22 in January. 
Williams, 48, died in May 2022 due to 
domestic violence. In 2022, she was 
inducted into the College's Athletics 
Hall of Fame. 

Williams spent over 24 years working 
in PSC Athletics, Collegiate High and 
the Mathematics and Computer 
Science Department. 

An exceptional academic and athletic 
student at Graceville High School, 
Williams led the school to a state 
championship in 1992. She played for 
two years at PSC and was selected to 
play on All-Academic, All-Conference, 
and All-Region teams. After PSC, 
Williams played and excelled at 
Florida State University.

Carla Williams 
Jersey Retirement



NJCAA Academic Teams
Twenty Pensacola State College student 
atheletes were honored by the NJCAA for 
academic performance in the classroom.

Paige Patterson (volleyball), Bre'Asia 
Thomas (softball), and Brooke Vega 
(softball) were named to the NJCAA First 
Team, which recognizes student-athletes 
with a 4.00 grade point average.

Preston Herce (baseball), Brett Nestande 
(baseball), Jonathan Norman (basketball), 
Brandie Seber (softball), and Keslynn 
Oxendine (basketball) were named to the 
NJCAA Second Team, which recognizes 

student-athletes with a 3.80-3.99 grade 
point average. 
Lyndi Bakker (volleyball), Maddison Coones 
(softball), Carly Cooper (volleyball), Zondrick 

Garrett (basketball), Marina Goins (softball), 
Jackson Kent (baseball), Thomas Koch 
(baseball), Jaxson Kircharr (baseball), Jada 
Lowry (volleyball), Susanna Soldi (softball), 
Nieagell Sturkey (basketball) and Brendan 
Terry (basketball) were named to the NJCAA 
Third Team which recognizes student-
athletes with a 4.00 grade point average.

The College’s men’s basketball (3.15 GPA), 
softball (3.31 GPA), and volleyball (3.34 
GPA teams were named 2023-2023 NJCAA 
Academic Teams of the Year for their overall 
grade point averages.

STUDENT-ATHLETE 
ACHIEVEMENTS 

Florida College System Activities Association 
Honorees
The Florida College System Activities 
Association recognized Pensacola State 
student-athletes and coaches during the 
2022-2023 academic year.
Baseball player Blayden Plain was selected 
for the D1 All-FCSAA/All-NJCAA Region 8 First 
Team and named a Top 10 Player. Josiah 
Glodfelter was named to the Second Team. 
Carter McCully was selected for the D1 All-
NJCAA Region 8 Golden Glove Team.
Glodfelter, McCully, and Plain were also 
named the All-Panhandle Conference First 
Team. 
Press Jeffcoat, Andreus Lewis and Colton 
Ryals were selected to the All-Panhandle 
Conference Second Team.
Plain was named the All-Panhandle 
Conference Player of the Year. Jake Cohen 
was named the Fireman of the Year. 
McCully was named the Defensive Player 
of the Year.
Basketball player Zondrick Garrett was 
selected to the D1 All-FCSAA/All-NJCAA 
Region 8 Team.
Garrett and Jalen Keago were named to 
the All-Panhandle Conference First Team. 
Roderick Coffee III was named to the All-
Panhandle Conference Second Team.
Women’s basketball player Nataya Lockett 
was named to the All-Panhandle Conference 
First Team. Ja’Miyah Bryant, Douthshein 
Prien and Deborrah Seifu-Redmon were 
named to the Second Team.

Softball players Lydia Drake and Bre’Asia 
Thomas were named to the D1 FCSAA All-
Tournament Team.
Drake and Georgia Hood were named 
to the D1 All-FCSAA/All-NJCAA Region 8 
Second Team.
Drake, Hood, Susanna Soldi and Sammy 
Ladowski were selected for the All-

Panhandle Conference First Team. Tori 
Ratigan was named to the Second Team and 
Brianna Duggins was an Honorable Mention. 
Hood also was selected as the All-
Panhandle Conference Player of the Year. 
Drake was named Pitcher of the Year.
Hood was also named an NJCAA All-
American on the National Fastpitch Coaches 

Association Division I First Team. 
Drake was named to the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association Division II Second Team.
Women soccer players Morgan Trombly, 
Emily Willis, Jenna Maiorino, Holland 
Tauscher, Phillips and Sidney Roest were 
selected for the Division II All-NJCAA Region 
8 Team.

Phillips was named the Player of the 
Year, and Coach Mark Yepishin was 
selected as Coach of the Year.
Volleyball players Maddie Mire, Anyaliz 
Rodriguez and Kiara Vega were selected 
to the FCSAA DII All-Tournament 
Team. Rodriguez was named the Most 
Outstanding Player, and Volleyball 
Coach Pati Gandolfo was presented 
the Kim Whitley Award — given to the 
Division II Coach of the Year.
Rodriguez and Vega also were selected 
to the DII All-FCSAA/All-NJCAA Region 
8 Team. Vega was given the Dulcie 
"Cookie" Stevens Award, which was 
presented to the Division II Player of 
the Year.

Rodriguez and Vega were named to the 
North Division First Team in the Sun Lakes 
Conference. Mire and Cadence Goeden were 
selected for the North Division Second Team. 
Vega also was named the Sun Lakes 
Conference Player of the Year.
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PSC Cuts Ribbon  
on Bear Jones Moore Reeves Center
It was a day of celebration as the 
ceremonial ribbon was cut on Oct. 30 
on Pensacola State College’s new Bear 
Jones Moore Reeves Center for Math and 
Advanced Technology.

The Bear Jones Moore Reeves Center for 
Math and Advanced Technology will provide 
state-of-the-art instructional space for our 
math department and enable us to expand 
our advanced technology and cybersecurity 
programs. Our cybersecurity programs are 
among our most rapidly growing degrees.

The first classes were held in the new 
59,080-square-foot facility in January 2024.

Construction on the $22.5 million facility 
started in June 2022. The building is Phase 
II of the College’s STEM complex. Phase I 
— the Baars Technology Building — opened 
in 2021. 

The center’s name pays homage to the 
Bear Family Foundation, the late Bill 
and Jo Jones, the Pete Moore Family and 

James “Jim” Reeves. The group collectively 
donated $1 million to the College to fund 
STEM-related scholarships. 

The Bear Jones Moore Reeves Center 
has eight classrooms/lecture halls, four 
computer labs, one emerging technologies 
lab, one prototyping area, 19 faculty offices, 
and a department head suite complete with 
individual offices for the department head 
and assistant department head.

A 2,735-square-foot rooftop venue is also 
part of the center, along with a third-floor 
connector linking the Phase I and Phase II 
buildings.

Several Northwest Florida dignitaries were 
on hand for the ribbon cutting, including 
Hal George, who represented State Sen. 
Doug Broxson; David Bear, chairman of 
the Triumph Gulf Coast Board of Directors; 
Pensacola Mayor D.C. Reeves; and Escambia 
County Commissioners Robert Bender, Jeff 
Bergosh and Mike Kohler. 

Dr. Troy Tippett, PSC Board of Trustees 
chairman, and some other board members 
were on hand for the event. Representing 
the scholarship donors were Bear family 
members; the late Pete Moore's widow and 
daughter, Angela Moore and Jacqueline 
Moore Pommerening; (Jim) Reeves; and Kay 
Margedant and Jay Margedant, the sister 
and nephew of the late Bill Jones.

Along with $18.9 million in state funding, a 
$11,998,919 Triumph Gulf Coast grant was 
used to fund the construction of the Bear 
Jones Moore Reeves Center for Math and 
Advanced Technology. Triumph Gulf Coast 
is the organization charged by the state of 
Florida with distributing the $1.5 billion 
settlement from BP stemming from the 
2010 oil spill. 

Florida Architects designed the Phase I and 
Phase II buildings. Ajax Corp was the Phase 
I general contractor. The Morette Company 
is the Phase II general contractor. 

FACILITIES



Florida Power and Light 
Company Innovation Center
The Florida Power and 
Light Company Innovation 
Center in the Pensacola State 
College Charter Academy was 
dedicated in January. Funded 
by a $100,000 donation 
from Florida Power and 
Light in 2021, the Innovation 
Center is on the Warrington 
campus and provides Charter 
Academy students with the 
opportunity to have cutting-
edge technology at their 

fingertips. Pictured are, from 
left, Will Moore, Wes Hudgens, 
Hal George, Charter Academy 
Student Salvador Zendejas, 
PSC President Ed Meadows, 
Charter Academy Principal 
Karen McCabe, Brenda Kelly, 
Becca Boles, Florida Power and 
Light Company Senior External 
Affairs Manager Rick Byars, Dr. 
Troy Tippett, Dana Hall, Gordon 
“Flash” Gordon, Margie Moore 
and Alan McMillan.

Dr. Marie M. Diamond EMT 
& Paramedic Classroom
The Dr. Marie M. Diamond EMT 
and Paramedic Classroom 
was dedicated in January. 
Room 3702, in Building 3700 
on the Warrington campus. 
It was named to honor Joe 
Diamond’s mother — Marie M. 
Diamond. 

Joe Diamond used 
to teach in the room. 
Diamond — the 
program director for 
Pensacola State College 
from 1980 to 2009 — 
instructed his mother in 
Room 3702.

Marie Diamond earned 
her EMT certification 
when she was in her 
50s and her Doctor of 
Education degree at age 
77 after finishing a 30-year 
career as an Escambia County 
School District teacher.

PSC named the classroom 

in Diamond’s honor at 
the request of the First 
Responders Luncheon 
Committee, which raised 
more than $47,000 to 
establish the First Responders 
Scholarship at the College. 
The scholarship is awarded to 

students in programs of study 
that align with the expertise 
needed by emergency 
responders, especially 
emergency medical services. 

Aviation Maintenance 
Training Academy
Pensacola State College, 
ST Engineering, the City 
of Pensacola, FloridaWest 
Economic Development 
Alliance, Santa Rosa (County) 
Economic Development 
Alliance and Triumph Gulf Coast 

began planning an Aviation 
Maintenance Training Academy 
at the Pensacola  
International Airport.
The announcement was made 
during the Feb. 27 grand 
opening of ST Engineering’s 
Hangar 2. The proposed 
academy would be open 

to adult learners and dual-
enrolled high school  
students in Escambia and 
Santa Rosa counties.
The training facility would 
be part of ST Engineering’s 

airframe Maintenance, 
Repair & Overhaul 
complex at the airport 
near the Pensacola 
campus.
Pictured are Jeffery 
Lam, president of 
commercial aerospace 
at ST Engineering, 
with Dr. Ed Meadows, 
Pensacola State 
president, after signing 

the Memorandum of 
Understanding to explore 
opening a new Aviation 
Maintenance Training  
Academy at the Pensacola 
International Airport.
Photo courtesy of Pensacola 
News Journal.

Student Activities  
Game Room
July 19 was a day of 
celebration for new and old-
school gamers at Pensacola 
State College. The College’s 
Student Activities Game Room 
was officially 
opened in 
the Delaino 
Student 
Center on the 
Pensacola 
campus.

The game 
room is 
outfitted 
with two air 
hockey tables, 
a pool table, 
a ping pong table, a foosball 
table, and five arcade games. 

Longtime PSC supporters John 
and Susan O'Connor donated 
the regulation-sized pool  
table decorated with the 
College's logo. 

PSC State Board of Trustee 
member Gordon “Flash” 

Sprague and his wife, Bette, 
gifted the College a vintage Pin 
Bot arcade game and one of 
the air hockey tables. 

The Student Activities Game 

Room was the latest in 
upgrades to the Student 
Center, which went through a 
total renovation in 2022. 

Plans include adding more 
arcade games, PlayStation 5 
and Xbox Series X video  
games and an 85-inch 
television screen.
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Lumberjack Fest Brings 
Crowd to Milton Campus 
The 34th Annual Lumberjack Festival and 
Northwest Florida Forestry Conclave was 
held Oct. 21 on Pensacola State College’s 
Milton campus. The Lumberjack Festival 
featured dozens of competitors in events 

ranging from Axe Throw and Bow Sawing to 
Pole Toss and Compass and Pacing. 

Navarre High School captured the Grand 
Overall High School category. 

The Pensacola State College inaugural 
International Festival held April 15 began 
with a parade of global flags and vendors 
selling everything from shea butter to 
educational toys. 

A constant stream of entertainers, including 
headliner Larry Watson, performed from the 
main stage while festivalgoers listened and 
danced on the grounds. 

Crowds flocked to the Pensacola campus, 
where a buffet of food trucks served 
delicacies from around the world — Filipino 
food, Cajun food, Asian food, Italian food 
and more.

Little kids danced jigs to the music of 
McGuire’s Irish Pub Bagpipe Band and 
kept rhythm with joyous Italian dancers. A 
separate area was set aside for the Children’s 
Village, with attractions ranging from Reno’s 
Reptiles and the Emerald Coast Wildlife 
Refuge to PSC Kids College art stations. 

The brainchild of PSC supporter Dr. Marjan 
Mazza, the festival was co-chaired by 
the PSC Humanities and Social Sciences 
Assistant Department Head Kathy Van Dyck 
and PSC Director of Staff and Professional 
Development Juanita Scott. 

EVENTS
International 

Festival 
Featured 
Cultural 

Showcase of 
Food, Music, 

Dance
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

STEM Scholarship
The Armed Forces Communications and 
Electronics Association (AFCEA) Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
Endowed Scholarship was established  
in 2023. 

The AFCEA scholarship programs promote 
academic excellence in science and 
engineering at the graduate, undergraduate, 
and ROTC program levels, with the Blue 
Angels Pensacola chapter supporting 
educational and merit endeavors of 
elementary through high school, state 
colleges, and university students. 

The AFCEA scholarship’s mission is to 

support the development 
of engineers and technical 
personnel through 
selective motivational 
awards, prizes, 
scholarships, and grants 
for educational activities 
of unique and, high-value 
and professional academic programs.

The Blue Angels Pensacola chapter’s primary 
goal is to provide a strong ethical forum 
where C4I professionals can exchange ideas 
and learn the latest technologies available 
to satisfy command and control, electronics, 

and intelligence requirements.

Founded in 1946, the AFCEA is a 
501(c)(6) nonprofit international 
organization that serves its 
members by providing a forum 
for the ethical exchange of 
information. 

AFCEA is dedicated to increasing 
knowledge by exploring issues relevant to 
its members in information technology, 
communications, and electronics for 
the defense, homeland security, and 
intelligence communities. 

Highlights
The PSC Alumni Association held its Spring Annual Quail Hunt and 
Fall Annual Quail Hunt and Pheasant Shoot at Dennis Lake Wing 
Club in Bay Minette, Alabama. New and returning faces supported 
each event. The Alumni Association has hosted the two fundraisers 
for over 10 years to help generate money for the Alumni Association 
Program. The funds are the source for the alumni’s matching 
program to establish endowed scholarships.

The PSC Alumni Association also held its Annual Fishing Excursions, 
which benefitted the Delta Kappa Alpha Fraternity Scholarship 
Fund. Guests had a wonderful experience with Dufour’s Fishing 
Charters. Located in Marrero, just outside of New Orleans, Dufour’s 
guests enjoy fishing during the day and relaxing by the water in the 
evenings. The camaraderie, fellowship, and epic crawfish boil keep 
guests returning each year to enjoy the weekend on the bayou.
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A Public Broadcasting Service member station licensed to Pensacola 
State College, WSRE PBS serves more than 588,000 households 
in the Mobile-Pensacola (Fort Walton) media market with multi-
platform distribution of local productions, PBS programming and 
the No. 1 educational media brand for children.

The station broadcasts five channels: WSRE PBS, PBS KIDS, Create, 
WORLD and — new this year — WSRE PBS Connect. The Connect 
channel is now home to The Florida Channel broadcast, PSC Pirates 
sports, and past episodes of local productions.

Local programs produced by WSRE PBS in 2023 included new 
episodes of “Connecting the Community,” “Conversations with Jeff 
Weeks,” “inStudio,” “Pensacola State Today,” and the station’s long-
running music series, “StudioAmped.”

In addition to scheduled broadcasts, viewers have anytime access 
to the station’s programming at PBS.org, WSRE.org, and on the free 
PBS and PBS KIDS apps, watching on demand and via livestream 
from mobile devices and popular digital services. Additionally, 
hundreds of free educational games are available to local families 
on the free PBS KIDS Games app, and local teachers use PBS 
LearningMedia for free access to standards-aligned classroom 
resources.

WSRE PBS also engages with communities across the coverage area 
through educational activities and dedicated events that provide 
opportunities for civic engagement, enlightening conversation and 
exposure to the arts. 

WSRE

Amazing Kids Day 
Close to 300 people took part in the inaugural Amazing 
Kids Day at WSRE PBS on April 1 and Sept. 30 for families 
with young children living with autism. Activities included 
the Pensacola Symphony Orchestra’s “petting zoo,” a 
Canine Companions meet and greet, The Arc Gateway 
sensory room, PBS KIDS show clips on the Amos Studio big 
screen, green screen fun and PBS KIDS computer stations. 
A second Amazing Kids Day for families in Okaloosa County 
was hosted in partnership with the Fort Walton Beach 
Public Library in September.

‘The U.S. and the 
Holocaust’ Teacher 
Training
WSRE PBS contracted with the Holocaust Memorial Resource and 
Education Center of Florida for education curator Stephen Poynor 
to lead two professional development workshops Jan. 21 and Aug. 
4 on Holocaust education for local teachers. 

A webinar was held in January, and the station hosted Escambia 
County Public School’s summer workshop for middle school and 
high school history teachers in August. Both workshops introduced 
PBS LearningMedia classroom resources from Ken Burns’ “The 
U.S. and the Holocaust” documentary series, and the museum 
presented traveling teaching trunks full of Holocaust memorabilia 
for use in local schools. 
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‘Southern 
Storytellers’ 
Screening and 
Songwriters 
Round
In advance of the “Southern Storytellers” 
series premier July 14 on PBS, WSRE PBS 
hosted a free preview reception, and 
screening and writers’ round at the Voices 
of Pensacola Multicultural Center. Following 
the screening, local poets and artists from 
the Pensacola Songwriter Rounds Series 
shared their original poems and music. 

PSC Spanish 
Film Festival  
As part of the Pensacola State College 
International Festival held April 15, WSRE 
PBS hosted the free PSC Spanish Film 
Festival — matinee screenings of five films 
from the Pragda Spanish Film Club series 
— in the Jean and Paul Amos Performance 
Studio. The PSC Spanish Film Festival was 
funded in part by a Spanish Film Club (SFC) 
grant awarded to Pensacola State College.

Be My  
Neighbor Day 
On April 29, local families flocked to the station 
for Be My Neighbor Day, a free, family-fun event 
focused on early learning, health and safety 
resources, and the neighborly values of Mister 
Rogers and “Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood.” 
More than 40 community partners gathered to 
offer children’s activities and information about 
community resources available to families with 
young children. Estimated attendance was 2,000.

‘The Humble 
Oyster’ 

Screening 
and Panel 

Discussion   

The Pensacola and Perdido Bays Estuary 
Program has told the story of local oysters 
and ecology through a Mississippi State 
University Films documentary. WSRE 
PBS hosted the in-person premiere of 
“The Humble Oyster” on May 23 with a 
free screening and panel discussion in 
the Jean and Paul Amos Performance 
Studio, presented the film’s broadcast and 
streaming premiere, and has since become 
the presenting station for the film, making 
it available to all PBS stations through the 
National Educational Telecommunications 
Association.



Festival of Trees
WSRE PBS held its second Festival of Trees Nov. 24-26 at the 
Pensacola Museum of Commerce, with more than 1,500 people 
in attendance over Thanksgiving weekend. Holiday trees and 
wreaths decorated by individuals and community groups were 
on display and auctioned off or sold in support of the WSRE-
TV Foundation. The elaborately decorated “Whoville’s Heart” 
Grinch-themed tree by Pensacola’s Krewe of S.W.A.T. won the 
People’s Choice Award for best tree and raised $1,500 from a 
group of community-minded donors who, in turn, donated 
the tree to the Studer Family Children’s Hospital at Ascension 
Sacred Heart.

‘StudioAmped’ 
Concert Series
WSRE PBS launched production of the 14th season of 
its “StudioAmped” music series Oct. 3-6 with three free 
concerts: Grits & Greens, Paul Vinson, and the Pensacola 
Beach Songwriters Festival show featuring Nashville 
songwriters Kathie Baillie, Michael Bonagura and Alyssa 
Bonagura. “StudioAmped” showcases the original music of 
regional artists. Donations for Manna Food Pantries were 
collected at the door.

Pace Center for 
Girls Songwriting 
Workshop
As part of the “StudioAmped” tradition, WSRE PBS and the 
Pensacola Beach Songwriters Festival teamed up to facilitate 
the third annual songwriting workshop for Pace Center 
for Girls on Oct. 6. Students from the Pace Center program 
learned about the art of songwriting from acclaimed Nashville 
songwriters Anne Buckle and Caitlin Evanson during the 
workshop held in the PSC Performing Arts building.

Culinary Legends 
Wine and Food 
Classic
The 33rd annual WSRE Wine & Food Classic celebrated the iconic 
chefs and rising culinary stars of both PBS and the local region 
Oct. 14 and Oct. 21. Two events were held in support of the WSRE-
TV Foundation: A Legendary Dinner (gala) in the station’s Jean 
and Paul Amos Performance Studio and the event’s marquee 
Walkabout Tasting at the SCI Building in downtown Pensacola. 
Local philanthropists Jan and Ron Miller were this year’s honorary 
event chairs. 

The winning chefs are Coralin Allen, Cora’s Custom Creations; 
and tied for People’s Choice were Jennifer Lowry, Conchitas 
Catering, and Mike Tilton, Legends Café at Andrews Institute for 
Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine.

PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE | PAGE 29



PAGE 30 | PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2023

Grants and Federal Programs
Through the efforts of Pensacola State College Grant and Federal Programs, the College 
was awarded $5,461,762.62 in grants from various sources.

Florida Department of Education
Carl D. Perkins: $758,838

Florida Blue Mental Health
Project CARES: $300,000

Foo Foo Festival
Foo Foo Festival: $28,900

Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity
PSC – Rebuilds: $2,499,541.64

International Paper
Disaster Kits for Students (Project CARES): 
$1,000

National Science Foundation with 
Indian River State College
Project Vision: $6,000

Florida Theatrical Association
Florida Theatrical Association: $7,000

Department of Education
Educational Talent Search: $396,092
Educational Opportunity Center: $466,410
Student Support Services: $386,024.05
Veteran Student Support Services: 
$289,416.93
Veteran Upward Bound: $297,601

Florida Literacy Coalition, Inc.
Florida Blue Health Literacy Initiative: 
$5,000 

Bank of America
Bank of America: $5,000

US Tennis Association of Florida
USTA Florida Collegiate HUB: $7,000
USTA Florida Equipment & Support: 
$7,939

Total Grants:

$5,461,762.62

7 Convenient 
Locations

Flexible  
Schedules

Day • Night • Online 
Virtual Tutoring

Live Online Classes

Small Class 
sizes!
23:1 

Student–to–faculty ratio

PSC ranked among the 
Best Regional 

Colleges in the South

Half the Cost 
of a University 

Tuition!

$23.9 M 
In Scholarships,  

Financial Aid, and Grants 
Awarded Annually

Transfer Agreement Transfer Agreement
University of South Alabama

Transfer Agreement

of all PSC students 
are loan-free

92%
• Baccalaureate Degrees
• Associate Degrees
• �Career and Technical Programs
• Adult Education  
• GED Preparation  
• Continuing Education
• Workforce Development 

TOP
College affordability
Nationally in  1%

Go Here. Get There.



President's Council
Edward Meadows

Chair, College President

Diane Bracken
Director Facilities, Planning, and 
Construction

Kirk Bradley
Dean Baccalaureate Studies and 
Academic Support

Debbie Douma
Dean Grants and Federal Programs

Bill Emerson
Dean Charter Academy

Tom Gilliam
Vice President Administrative Services
and General Counsel

Sparkie Harrison
Director Century Center

Tammy Henderson
Director Human Resources

Jennifer Hill Faron
Dean Milton Campus

Jill Hubbs
General Manager WSRE-TV

Michael Johnston
Associate Vice President,
Institutional Research and
Enterprise Solutions Systems

Brenda Kelly
Associate Vice President Academic Affairs

Anita Kovacs
Vice President Business Affairs

Andrea Krieger
Executive Director Institutional 
Development

Rameca Leary
Director Community and Special 
Initiatives

Lynsey Listau
Executive Director Institutional
Equity and Student Conduct

Mike Listau
Dean Workforce Education

Hailey Lotz
Executive Director of Development, 
Alumni and Athletics

Karen McCabe
Principal Charter Academy

Sheila Nichols
Executive Director Marketing and  
College Information

Grover Robinson
Associate Vice President 
Government and Community Relations

Dusti Sluder
Dean Health Sciences and Nursing

Erin Spicer
Vice President Academic and Student 
Affairs

Jon Stephenson
Associate Vice President Student Affairs

Steve Whiting
Executive Director Technology 
Operations

District Board  
of Trustees
Dr. Troy Tippett

Chair

Gordon “Flash” Sprague
Vice Chair

Gabe Bullaro
Carol Carlan
Patrick Dawson
Marjorie T. Moore
Julie Sheppard

Foundation Board 
of Governors
Executive Committee
Mike Morette

President

Jennifer Kinego Del Gallo
Vice President

Trey Poirier
Past President

Chandra Smiley
Secretary

Tom Owens
Treasurer

Lane Harper
Nominating Chair

Gordon “Flash” Sprague
Foundation Liaison

Governors At Large
Doug Bates
Jim Benson
Becca Boles
Ed Carson
Mike Craney
Ernest "Dick" Dixon
Kendrick Doidge
Nancy Fetterman
Hal George
Sharon Hess Herrick
Tyler Kercher
Fallon Kurpuis
Dr. Tom Lampone 
Kramer Litvak 
Scott Luth
Lumon May
Adrienne Maygarden
Will Moore
Alan Nickelsen
Bobby Potomski
Jo-Ann Price
James Reeves 
Betty Roberts
Kerry Anne Schultz Battle
Charlie Sherrill, III
Gene Valentino
Bill Wein 
Jessica Wimer

Alumni Association 
Board of Directors
Officers
Lane Harper

President

Mike Thomas
Vice President

Lisa York
Secretary and Treasurer

Hailey Lotz
Executive Director

Directors
Gerald W. Adcox
James Bradley
David Collins
Cherry Fitch
Gerry Goldstein
Joseph Herring
Chris Jones
Ted Kirchharr
Emily Lewallyn
Denis McKinnon Sr.
Norris F. McMahon
Alan McMillan
Patrick Rooney
David T. Sutton
JP Whibbs
Patrice Whitten

Directors Emeriti
Jerry L. Maygarden
Marie Young

The Game Plan Campaign 
Officers
Doug Bates

Chair, The Game Plan Campaign

Hal George
President, Athletic Booster Club

WSRE-TV  
Foundation, Inc.
Officers  
July 2022–June 2023
Brig. Gen. John Adams, USA, Ret.

Chair

Jarrod Dawson
Vice Chair

Dr. Brent Videau
Secretary

Laura Shaud
Treasurer

Dr. Lusharon Wiley
Past Chair

Jill Hubbs
Executive Director (July–August, 
January–June)

Karen Pope
Interim Executive Director (September–
December)

Julie Sheppard
WSRE Foundation Trustee Liaison 

Directors
Tera Ali, DBA, MHA
Amaris Bronner
Lindsay Carpentier
Amy Day
Aimee Dumas
Jeanette Gatlin
Hal George
Capt. Sterling Gilliam, USN, Ret.
Daniel Joyner
Tyler Kercher
George Misleh
Kim Parker
Stephanie Powell
E.L. Roché
Julie Sheppard (September–June)

Zack Suggs
Dr. Troy Tippett (July–August)

Tiffany Washington
Carson Wilber
Alea Williams
P.C. Wu, Ph.D.

Officers  
June 2023–July 2024
Jarrod Dawson

Chair

Dr. Brent Videau
Vice Chair

E.L. Roché
Secretary

Laura Shaud
Treasurer

Brig. Gen. John Adams, USA, Ret.
Past Chair

Jill Hubbs
Executive Director 

Directors
Amaris Bronner
Lindsay Carpentier
Amy Day
Aimee Dumas
Jeanette Gatlin
Capt. Sterling Gilliam, USN, Ret.
Jonathan Haas
Daniel Joyner
Tyler Kercher
Larry Love
Kim Parker
Stephanie Powell
Julie Sheppard
Alex Smith
Carson Wilber
Alea Williams
P.C. Wu, Ph.D.
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Vision
Pensacola State College educates and nurtures students through 

a dynamic and supportive learning environment that develops all 
students intellectually, culturally, and socially, preparing them to 

succeed within the global community.

Mission
Pensacola State College, under the governance of a local Board of Trustees, 

is committed to providing quality, affordable, and accessible educational 
opportunities through a variety of delivery methods. The College, a member 

of the Florida College System, offers baccalaureate and associate degrees, 
workforce certificates, business and industry training, non-credit continuing 
education, community outreach, and cultural enrichment opportunities for 

students and the community.

Pensacola State College does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, color, gender/sex, age, religion, marital status, pregnancy, disability, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, or genetic information in its educational programs, activities, or employment. For inquiries regarding Title IX and the College’s nondiscrimination policies, contact the Executive Director, 
Institutional Equity and Student Conduct at (850) 484-1759, Pensacola State College, 1000 College Blvd., Pensacola, Florida 32504.

Pensacola Campus 
1000 College Boulevard | Pensacola, FL 32504

Milton Campus 
5988 Highway 90 | Milton, FL 32570

Warrington Campus 
5555 West Highway 98 | Pensacola, FL 32507

Downtown Center 
418 West Garden Street | Pensacola, FL 32502

Century Center 
440 East Hecker Road | Century, FL 32535

South Santa Rosa Center 
5075 Gulf Breeze Parkway | Gulf Breeze, FL 

32563

Santa Rosa Industrial Park East 
5957 Jeff Ates Road | Milton FL 32583

PensacolaState.edu


