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SYLLABUS 
English Composition I  

ENC 1101 S1038 
Spring 2026, Session A 

 
Instructor Shawna White 

Office Pensacola Campus, Building 4, Room 407 

Phone 850-484-1433 

Email swhite@pensacolastate.edu  

Office Hours TBA 

  

Department Head Mike Will 

Department Head 
Office 

Pensacola Campus, Building 4, Room 442 

Department Head 
Phone 

850-484-1400 

Department Head 
Email 

mwill@pensacolastate.edu  

  

Last Date of 
Drop/Add 

January 15, 2026 

Last Date for Student 
to Withdraw 

April 6, 2026 

Final Exam Dates Wednesday, May 6, 10:30 – 12:30  

  

Class Meeting Time Mondays and Wednesdays, 12:30 pm – 1:45 pm 

Class Location South Santa Rosa, Room 5134 

  

Prerequisite Placement at the college level or completion of the appropriate exit-level 
developmental course(s) with a grade of C or better. 

Course Description This course introduces students to rhetorical concepts and audience-
centered approaches to writing including composing processes, language 
conventions and style, and critical analysis and engagement with written 
texts and other forms of communication. 

Credits 3 credit hours 

Semesters Offered Fall, Spring, Summer 

Course Designations College Transfer. Meets AA General Education Core, Communications 
requirement. A writing emphasis course. 

  

General Education 
Core Course 
Standard    

Per Florida Statute 1007.25, “Communication courses must afford students 

the ability to communicate effectively, including the ability to write clearly 

and engage in public speaking.” 

  

mailto:swhite@pensacolastate.edu
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Required Textbooks 
and Instructional 
Materials 

No Cost Textbook. Introduction to Academic Writing and Thinking. Todd 

Neuman. 

All sections 

The educational materials used in this course, including textbooks and 
ancillary materials, are intended for educational purposes only. All opinions 
represent those of the author(s) and not necessarily those of Pensacola 
State College or the instructors. 

Course Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Students will apply rhetorical knowledge to communicate for a range 

of audiences and purposes. 

2. Students will employ critical thinking to analyze forms of 

communication. 

3. Students will engage in writing processes that involve drafting, 
revising, and reflecting 

  

General Education 
Student Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Critical Thinking: The student analyzes, evaluates, and, if necessary, 
challenges the validity of ideas, principles, or data in order to 
develop informed opinions, probable predictions, or defensible 
conclusions.  

2. Communication: The student effectively communicates knowledge 
and ideas.  

3. Information Literacy: The student effectively locates, evaluates, and 
applies information from a variety of sources. 

  

General Education 
Writing Emphasis 
Course Requirements 

1. All writing used to fulfill the writing emphasis requirement must 

possess the five characteristics of college-level writing: 1) have a 

clearly identified central idea or thesis; 2) provide adequate support 

for the idea; 3) be organized clearly and logically; 4) show awareness 

of the conventions of standard written English; and 5) be formatted 

in an appropriate fashion for the assignment.  

2. A minimum of four (4) evaluated assignments, which may include 

the final exam, is required. Because an extensive amount of writing 

is intended by Rule 6A-10.030, F.A.C., additional writing assignments 

may be used to satisfy this requirement.  

3. The grades earned on the writing assignments must reflect student 

performance in college-level writing and significantly impact the 

final course grade.  

4. All sections of a course must meet all requirements.  

5. Instructors provide detailed feedback regarding the content, 

organization, and use of standard written English for all writing used 

to satisfy the requirement.  

6. Instructors return each evaluated writing assignment to a student 

before the submission of the next evaluated writing assignment, 

with the exception of a final exam used to satisfy the requirement.  

7. Only individual, original student work counts toward the extensive 

writing requirement; AI or machine-written content is not accepted.  

8. The grading rubrics used for each writing assignment will be shared 

with students and will be uniformly applied as the assessment 

instrument in all sections of a course.  
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Student Assignments, Assessments, and Grading Calculation 

Homework, classwork 

• Homework, classwork assessments from An Introduction to Academic 

Writing and Thinking. 

• “Know Your Audience” Activity 

• “Types of Appeals” Activity 

• MLA Practice Activity 

• Analyzing Sample Essays 

• Essay topic submission and planning 

• Essay Drafts for Peer Edit 

• Peer Edit Feedback 

15% 

Quizzes 

• All quizzed assessments are from An Introduction to Academic Writing 

and Thinking. 

• Grammar and usage quizzes assessed for completion 

15% 

Essay 1 — Students will write a personal narrative describing an important 

moment in their lives, applying narrative and essay techniques. 

10% 

Essay 2 — Students will research and write about an influential person in their 

intended career field. This assignment emphasizes integrating sources to 

strengthen writing. 

10% 

Essay 3 (Timed In-class) — Students will respond to department-approved 

prompts based on Justin Huang’s “How I Overcame My Stuttering,” analyzing 

rhetorical strategies and structure. 

10% 

Documented Essay — Students will research and craft a persuasive argument on 

a topic of interest. Emphasis will be placed on sourcing reliable articles and 

incorporating evidence. All sources will be vetted according to department 

guidelines. 

15% 

Public Speaking Component — Students will present their research topic using an 

approved format (oral presentation, model presentation, or other department-

approved method) to demonstrate effective communication skills. 

5% 

Final essay exam — Students will reflect on their research and writing process 

from the previous assignment. The accompanying quiz will be comprehensive, 

covering material from An Introduction to Academic Writing and Thinking. 

20% 

Total 100% 

Grading Scale  

90%-100% A 

87%-89% B+ 

80%-86% B 

77%-79% C+ 

70%-76% C 

67%-69% D+ 

60%-66% D 

0%-59% F 

Student Expectations Students enrolled in this course can expect the following:  
1. clearly identified course objectives;  
2. productive class meetings;  
3. a positive learning environment;  
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4. opportunities for appropriate student participation;  
5. effective instruction;  
6. positive and appropriate interactions;  
7. assistance with meeting course objectives during and beyond class 

hours;  
8. evaluation of student performance and appropriate and timely 

feedback; 
9. clear and well-organized instruction.  

  

Academic Dishonesty 
Statement  

Pensacola State College is committed to upholding the highest standards of 
academic conduct. All forms of academic dishonesty, to include plagiarism 
and cheating, are prohibited.  Penalties for academic dishonesty include but 
are not limited to one or more of the following: the awarding of no credit on 
the assignment, a reduction in the course grade, or the assignment of a final 
course grade of F and removal from the course. See the College Catalog for 
more details: Academic Integrity  

 ADA Statement  

 

Students with a disability that falls under the Americans with Disability Act 
Amendments Act of 2008 or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act should 
contact the Student Resource Center for ADA Services to discuss academic 
accommodations. Appropriate academic accommodations are determined 
on an individual basis with careful consideration of the course learning 
outcomes and the documentation of the disability. For more information, 
students should visit the Student Resource Center for ADA Services on the 
Pensacola campus in building 6, room 603; call 850-484-1637; email 
ADAservices@pensacolastate.edu; or complete the online intake form in the 
ADA Services app within the MyPSC apps dashboard.   

AI Statement for 
Writing Emphasis 
Courses   

Because writing emphasis courses focus on the foundational skills of critical 
thinking, rhetorical awareness, and information literacy, the work presented 
by students must be original. As such, the use of generative AI for graded 
assignments is prohibited unless specifically authorized by the 
instructor. The instructor reserves the right to assign a failing grade to an 
assignment determined to exhibit markers of generative AI use. In such 
instances, the student may challenge the failing grade and is responsible 
for demonstrating the originality of a submitted text. Continued 
registration in the course will be understood as acceptance of this policy.   

Emergency 
Statement  

In the case of severe weather or other emergency, the College 
administration maintains communication with appropriate state and local 
agencies and makes a determination regarding the cancellation of 
classes. Notices of cancellation will be made through the College's PSC Alert 
system and on the College's website.  

Flexibility Statement  It is the intention of the instructor to accomplish the objectives specified in 
the course syllabus. However, circumstances may arise which prohibit 
the fulfilling of this endeavor. Therefore, this syllabus is subject to change. 
When possible, students will be notified of any change in advance of its 
occurrence.  

Nondiscrimination   

Statement  

Pensacola State College does not discriminate against any person on the 
basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex (as defined by applicable federal 
and state law), national origin, age, disability, genetic information, 
pregnancy, or marital status in its educational programs, activities, or 
employment. For inquiries regarding the College’s nondiscrimination 

https://catalog.pensacolastate.edu/content.php?catoid=2&navoid=47&academic-honesty
mailto:ADAservices@pensacolastate.edu
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policies, contact the Civil Rights Compliance Officer at (850) 484-1759, 
Pensacola State College, 1000 College Blvd., Pensacola, Florida 32504.  

Security Statement  Pensacola State College is committed to encouraging all members of the 
College community to be proactive in personal safety measures. In case of 
emergency, students should ensure that they are aware of the building exit 
closest to each of their classrooms, as well as all alternative building exits in 
case circumstances require using a different route.  

Student Email 
Statement  

Pensacola State College provides an institutional email account to all 
students enrolled in courses for credit. PirateMail is the official method of 
communication, and students must use PirateMail when communicating 
with the College. In cases where companion software is used for a particular 
class, email may be exchanged between instructor and student using the 
companion software.  

 
 


