
MLA FORMAT 
Citing PRINT Sources  

library.pensacolastate.edu  
 
The Works Cited list citation formats shown here are based on guidelines from the MLA Handbook for 
Writers of Research Papers, 8th edition, 2016. Additional MLA format guides are available 
at http://library.pensacolastate.edu/index.php/cite-your-sources/.  
 
For the Works Cited page, alphabetize the list of sources by the first word of the entry, double space 
each entry, and place a hanging indent for any line after the first line of each entry.  
 
Include as many of the following core elements as possible in the order shown and with the punctuation 
shown: 

1. Author. 
2. Title of source (section, chapter). 
3. Title of container (book, journal or magazine name), 
4. Contributors (editors, translators, etc.), 
5. Version (edition), 
6. Number (volume, issue), 
7. Publisher,  
8. Publication date, 
9. Location. 

 
Citing an entire book:  
 
Author’s Name(s). Title of the Book (italicized), edition (if later than the first), publisher, date. 
  
One author:  
Carr, Nicholas. The Big Switch: Rewiring the World, from Edison to Google, Norton, 2008.  
 
A work by the same author: (List alphabetically by title.) 
---. The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains. Norton, 2010. 
 
Two authors: (Cite their names in the same order as on the title page. Reverse only the name of the first 
author.) 
Smith, Alisa, and J.B. MacKinnon. Plenty: One Man, One Woman, and a Raucous Year of Eating 

Locally. Harmony Books, 2007. 

 
Three or more authors: (“et al” means and others.)  
Kommers, Donald P., et al. American Constitutional Law: Essays, Cases and Comparative Notes. 3rd ed., 

Rowman, 2010.  

 
Corporate author: (Omit any initial article [A, An, The] in the name.)  
Modern Language Association of America. MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 8th ed. 

Modern Language Association of America, 2016.  

 
Editor (book below is also part of a series. See MLA Handbook, p. 52)  
Domestic Wiretapping. Edited by Sylvia Engdahl, Greenhaven Press, 2008. Current Controversies. 
 

http://library.pensacolastate.edu/index.php/cite-your-sources/


Work in an Anthology or Collection: (Cite the inclusive page numbers of the work after the publication 
date. They are the “Location.”)  
Davies, Carole Boyce. “Some Notes on African Feminism.” African Literature: An Anthology of 

Criticism and Theory, edited by Tejumola Olaniyan and Ato Quayson, Blackwell Publishing, 

2007, pp. 561-69.  

 
Section/Chapter from a Multivolume Work: (If using two or more volumes, cite the total number of 

volumes in the work “3 vols.” after the year.)  
Author’s Name. “Title of the Section/Chapter.” Title of the Book (in italics), editor(s), edition (if later 

than the first), volume, publisher, publication date, page number(s). 

 
Iverson, John B. “Seaturtles (Cheloniidae).” Grzimek’s Animal Life Encyclopedia, edited by James B. 

Murphy, et al. 2nd ed., vol. 7, Gale, 2004, pp. 85-92.  

 
Encyclopedia, Dictionary or Reference Material Entry: (Do not include Publisher info.) 
“Bender.” The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English, edited by Tom Dalzell 

and Terry Victor, 2006. 

[If work is organized alphabetically, do not include volume or page numbers.] 
 
Citing Articles from Journals, Magazines and Newspapers:  
 
Scholarly Journal: [Omit any initial article (A, An, The) in the title of English-language journals.]  
Author’s Name(s). “Title of the Article.” Title of Journal (in italics), Volume, Issue, Year, pages. 
 
Manini, Todd M., et al. “Daily Activity Energy Expenditure and Mortality among Older Adults.” JAMA: 

The Journal of the American Medical Association, vol. 296, no. 2, 2006, pp. 171-79.  

 
Magazine:  
Author’s Name(s). “Title of the Article.” Title of Magazine (in italics), Day Month Year, pages.  
 
Fletcher, Dan. “Facebook: Friends without Borders.” Time, 31 May 2010, pp. 32-38.  
 
Newspaper:  
Author’s Name. “Title of the Article.” Title of Newspaper (in italics), Publication date, Edition (if given), 

Section & page number(s).  
 
Bilton, Nick. “The Wish List for Cell Phones.” New York Times, 22 Feb. 2010, late ed, p. B4+.  
 
McGovern, Izzy. “From Mars to Pensacola: Local band impacts music scene.” The Corsair [Pensacola, 

FL], Summer 2016, p. 7. 

[If article is lesser-known or local newspaper, include location in brackets.]  
 
Always check with your instructor to be sure that you are citing your references correctly. 
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