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VISION 
Pensacola State College 
educates and nurtures 
students through a dynamic 
and supportive learning 
environment that develops  
all students intellectually, 
culturally, and socially, 
preparing them to succeed 
within the global community.

MISSION 
Pensacola State College, under 
the governance of a local Board 
of Trustees, is committed to 
providing quality, affordable, 
and accessible educational 
opportunities through a 
variety of delivery methods.

The College, a member of 
the Florida College System, 
offers baccalaureate and 
associate degrees, workforce 
certificates, adult education, 
business and industry training, 
non-credit continuing 
education, community 
outreach, and cultural 
enrichment opportunities for 
students and the community.
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Hello Friends and Colleagues,

We are excited to share with you some of the 
many accomplishments achieved in 2018 at 
Pensacola State College.

In 1948, Pensacola State College began 
its rich history of providing high-quality, 
accessible, and affordable education to the 
residents of Northwest Florida. The  
Aiken House, a boarding house on the 
corner of Palafox and Cervantes streets, 
was home to the very first PSC (PJC) class. 
On September 16, 2018, PSC celebrated its 
70th Anniversary of service to our local 
and surrounding communities, as well as 
the country. For over seven decades, this 
institution has produced more than 110,000 
graduates that are making a meaningful 
contribution to their workplace and society.

The College’s mission and commitment of 
delivering a highly-trained, strong workforce 
are as prevalent today as they were in 
1948. Our programs, administration, staff, 
instructors, and community partners play 
a critical role in preparing PSC students for 
success in a highly-competitive job market.

In addition, we continue to expand our 
resources and implement new online tools, 
Virtual Tutoring, and online classes to 
assist students at times that are convenient 
for them. Plus, we continue to build well-
equipped, state-of-the-art facilities that play a 
pivotal role in advancing learning. 

Early in 2018, we unveiled the Charles 
W. Lamar Studio, and in late 2018, we broke 
ground on the new STEM facility, replacing 
the 64-year-old Baars Building, that will 
house our cybersecurity and mathematics 
programs at PSC.

We encourage you to visit any of our six 
Pensacola State College locations and get 
involved with our many events and activities 
throughout the year. For more information, 
follow us on our PSC website, or get up-to-
date information through our social media 
pages on Instagram, Facebook, or Twitter.

We are excited to see what 2019 will bring!

Go Pirates!

Ed Meadows
Pensacola State College  
President
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NEW LEADERS
Martha Caughey, Norris McMahon, Steve 
Rhodes, Erin Whibbs and Lisa York have 
joined the PSC Alumni Association Board 
of Directors.

A 1969 Woodham High graduate, 
Caughey worked at PSC before earning an 
associate degree from the College. In 1990, she 
received her bachelor’s degree in business 
from the University of West Florida.

Caughey worked as the College  
registrar until retiring in 2013, and now 
works part time in the registrar’s office as  
a project manager.

McMahon received his associate degree 
from Pensacola State in 1974, then went 
on to Florida State University and later 
the University of West Florida, where 
he earned a bachelor’s degree. He also 
attended the Graduate School of Banking 
at Louisiana State University and the 
Synovus Leadership Institute.

He has worked in banking for more than 
30 years and is the senior vice president 
of Summit Bank, where he is responsible 
for the Escambia County and Santa Rosa 
County markets. Before that he was senior 
vice president in commercial banking with 
Coastal Bank and Trust/Synovus Bank.

Over 30 years ago, Steve Rhodes 
graduated from Pensacola State with his 
associate degree and began a long and 
successful career with Gulf Power Co.

He assisted his career advancement by 
using Pensacola State’s distance learning 
option — taking classes online and at the 
Milton campus. He graduated in 2016 with 
his bachelor’s degree in organizational 
administration.

A 2007 Pensacola State graduate, 
Whibbs earned her bachelor’s degree in 
Interdisciplinary Social Sciences from 
Florida State University. She now teaches 
history at Hobbs Middle School.

York graduated from PSC in 1981 and 
Florida State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in political science in 1983. She 
earned her juris doctorate from Loyola 
University New Orleans College of Law.

An attorney, she is a member of 
the Pensacola Civic Club, Pensacola 
Downtown Rotary Club and Junior League 
of Pensacola.

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

LANE HARPER TAKES HELM 
OF ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Lane Harper was elected the 2019 
president of the Pensacola State College 
Alumni Association. The area sales 
manager for Staples Business Advantage, 
Harper is a Pensacola native and Pensacola 

State College 
alum. Harper 
earned his 
bachelor’s 
degree from the 
University of 
West Florida. 
He and his wife, 
Jill, have two 
sons, Stefan 
and Brandon.

Martha Caughey

Norris McMahon

Steve Rhodes

Erin Whibbs

Lisa York Lane Harper

2018 HIGHLIGHTS 
•  The PSC Alumni Association held 

membership drives in May and June 2018. 
The association provided quality headshots 
to new members and recent graduates.

•  The Delta Kappa Alpha Fraternity 
Scholarship is the second scholarship 
fund to be matched by the PSC Alumni 
Association Matching Program.

•  The PSC Alumni Association held its Fifth 
Annual Pheasant Hunt on Oct. 27, 2018, 
at Dennis Lake Wing Club in Bay Minette, 
Alabama. The Pheasant Hunt committee 
was comprised of Norris McMahon, 
chairman; Mike Thomas, co-chairman; 
along with Erin Whibbs, Gerald Adcox, 
Lane Harper  and Dr. Edwin Roberts Sr. 

Pictured at the Fifth Annual Pheasant Hunt is PSC President 
Ed Meadows speaking with participants at the event.



PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE 5

STUDENTS
PSC STUDENTS PLACE AT NATIONAL 
2018 SKILLSUSA CONFERENCE
Two Pensacola State College SkillsUSA student-
members, Katherine Schweitzer and Billie Morris, are 
among the best of the best after placing first at the 54th 
Annual National Leadership and Skills Conference.

Three Pensacola State student-members also 
placed third — Anna Fischer, Kristine Kaibigan and 
Matthew Parker — while student-members Elizabeth 
Carver and Tamilea North placed fourth at the national 
conference in Louisville, Kentucky, in June 2018.

PSC hosted the 2018 SkillsUSA Florida State 
Leadership and Skills Conference April 30 and May 1.

Fifteen Pensacola State SkillsUSA student-
members qualified for the national conference after 
winning gold at the state level. Student-members won 
gold medals in nine categories, silver medals in three 
and bronze medals in two.

The College’s SkillsUSA chapter also was named a 
2018 Gold Medal Chapter of Distinction.

The state conference, along with the Worlds of 
Possibilities Career Expo, was held at the Pensacola Bay 
Center. The events attracted more than 6,000 visitors 
to the Pensacola area. 

ROBINSON HONORS PROGRAM 
SCHOLARS TAKE SERVICE-LEARNING 
TRIP TO COSTA RICA
A delegation of Pensacola State College students and 
faculty spent nearly two weeks touring and learning 
about Costa Rica — in the Central American country.

Robinson Honors Program Scholars James Harris 
Jr., Wren Godwin, Joyanna Jordan, Ariana Moody, 
Angelina Simmons and Jennifer Ojeda along with 14 
other Pensacola State students and faculty members 
Amber Carey, Melina Smyres and Robyn Ludlum were 
part of  the July 3-12, 2018, service-learning trip.

During the 10-day Robinson Honors Program 
Service Learning Trip, the group learned about 
sustainable farming practices, assisted with sea turtle 
conservation efforts, participated in the Cahuita 
e-bird project, met and dined with the Bri Tribe and 
so much more.

The honors program — designed to meet the 
needs of academically-gifted students — offers a 
unique learning experience in a “college within a 
college” setting intended to cultivate critical thinking, 
encourage civic and community engagement and 
develop a synthesis of knowledge across disciplines. 
The program is made possible by a generous 
endowment from the Grover Robinson family.

Left: Kristine Kaibigan, Matthew Parker and Anna Fischer

Billie Morris

Katherine Schweitzer

Pensacola State College students and faculty spent 10 days touring and 
learning about Costa Rica in July 2018. 
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VETERINARY SCIENCE 
STUDENTS PLACE  
AT HOSA EVENT
Two Pensacola State 
College veterinary science 
students placed at the 2018 
HOSA National Leadership 
Conference held in June 2018,  
in Dallas. In the veterinary 
science competition, Katherine 
Gaskill won third place while 
Christina Zaccardi placed 
fourth in the postsecondary/
collegiate event.

PSC OUTDOOR CLUB EXPERIENCES PRIMITIVE 
LIVING DURING CAMPING TRIP
Twelve members of Pensacola 
State College’s Outdoor Club 
experienced the adventure of a 
lifetime June 4-9, 2018, during 
a leadership and skills-building 
primitive camping trip.

 The students, who were 
all relative strangers before 
the outing, “roughed it” on 
Standing Indian Mountain, in 
the Nantahala National Forest, 
North Carolina.

The group worked together 
to set up campsites, climb 
mountains, hike trails, identify 
foliage and natural formations, 
explore old homesteads and 
navigate whitewater rafting.

Students Crae Andrew, 
Zachary Bixby, Kaleal Church, 
Andrew Cross, Christian 
Feliberty, Madelyn Godwin,  
Austin Jordan,  
Kyle Mueller  

and Miranda Vidak were 
accompanied by Milton 
campus dean Anthea Amos, 
along with math instructor Pete 
Falzone and administrative 
support specialist Debra 
Bigelow-Jordan.

The Outdoor Club was 
founded over 30 years ago by 
now-retired faculty member 
Dr. Conrad Brewer and current 
associate biology professor 
Logan Fink as an avenue to 
inspire stewardship and 
community service by way of 
leadership, skill-building and 
volunteering. Fink, who still 
serves as a club advisor along  
                  with Bigelow-Jordan, 
then          expanded this to   
                       include camping.

OJEDA SELECTED A  
FCS SCHOLAR STUDENT  
OF THE MONTH
Pensacola State College student Jennifer 
Ojeda was selected the Florida College 
System Chancellor’s Clark Maxwell 
Scholar of the Month for September 2018.

The award recognizes outstanding FCS students who 
demonstrate leadership skills, academic success and/or 
commitment to community service. Students are recognized 
monthly by the Florida College System Chancellor with a $150 
scholarship, certificate and are highlighted in the newsletter.

In 2017, Ojeda earned her associate degree in business 
administration at Pensacola State - graduating magna cum laude. 
She matriculated into the College’s Bachelor of Applied Science  
in Business and Management program, where she maintained a  
4.0 grade point average.

Ojeda also was inducted into Sigma Beta Delta, the national 
honor society recognizing academic achievement in business, 
management and administration.

A Robinson Honors Program Scholar, Ojeda was among a 
delegation of Pensacola State students and faculty who spent  
July 3-12, 2018, touring and learning about Costa Rica.

IKE TERRY MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP
Pianist Megan DiCamillo 
and guitarist Brenan Woody 
were each awarded a $1,000 
scholarship by Jack O’Donnell 
from the Cantonment Rotary 
Club honoring the late Ike 
Terry’s passion for music and 
education. Pictured are, from 
left, DiCamillo, O’Donnell 
and Woody.

6

Twelve members of the Pensacola State College Outdoor Club 
learned about leadership and skills building during a primitive 
camping trip to the Nantahala National Forest in June 2018.

Jennifer Ojeda
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5 STUDENTS NAMED 
TO FCS ALL-FLORIDA 
ACADEMIC TEAM
Five Pensacola State College 
students were selected 
for the 2018 All-Florida 
Academic Team by the Florida 
College System for academic 
achievement, leadership and 
community service. Kayla 
Pope, Alexandria Bly, Bradley 
Bunch, Miranda Taylor and 
Victoria Taylor were among 132 
FCS students recognized at an 
awards ceremony.

AMERICAN ADVERTISING AWARDS
Pensacola State College visual 
arts student Kelly Bestgen’s 
“World War I Servicemen” 
illustrations won silver in the 
college-university student 
division at the 2018 American 
Advertising Federation 
competition held in Chicago.

At the district level, Bestgen 
was among six Pensacola State 
students to earn three gold  
and five silver awards at the 
57th Annual 4th District 
American Advertising Awards 
Gala in Orlando.

Bestgen won two gold awards 
while Alicia Kanuck won one 
gold award. Both advanced to 
the national competition.

Silver ADDY winners 
— Zachary Blessing, Karli 
Kimmons, Darrian Montgomery 
and Hanna Peltier also placed at 
the district competition.

Bestgen’s “World War I 
Servicemen” poster series won 
in the illustration category. Her 
second entry, “Evolution of the 
Bike,” a book about the history 
of bicycles, won in the book 
design category.

Kanuck’s “Sexually Assaulted 
Soldiers” poster won gold in 

the ambient media 
poster category. 

Blessing earned a 
silver award in book 
design for “Ride: A 
History of Bikes.” A 
graphic designer in the College’s 
Marketing Department, 
Blessing graduated in December 
2017 with a bachelor’s degree.

Kimmons design for 
“Martin’s Linaments” 
won silver in the sales and 
marketing/sales promotion 
category and her “Human 
Trafficking Poster,” won in 
the out of home and ambient 
media category. 

Montgomery won a silver 
award in the publication covers 
category for her interpretation 
of John LeCarre book covers. 
She is an intern in the College’s 
Marketing Department.

Peltier’s “Starter Jar 
Packaging” won a silver in the 
packaging category. The work 
also won first place at the 
student art exhibition in 2017. 

At the local AAF Pensacola 
event held in February 2018, 
Pensacola State won 76 of 175 
student awards presented.

Bestgen’s “World War I 
Servicemen” won a judges’ 
choice award. Blessing 
received a judges’ choice award 
for his “WWI: 100th Year 
Commemoration” brochure.

Alex Martin, Bara’ah 
Jaraiseh, Courtney Hallbauer, 
Daniela de Castro Sucre, Derek 
Blackman, Devin Bonner, 
Haley Pierce, Jonathan 
Dunham, Joshua Clark, 
Kristian Breeze, Kyle Stamm, 
Nicole Durst, Sandra Morris, 
Sarah Goolsby and Whitney 
Hood also won gold and silver 
at the local level.

Pensacola State visual arts students made a 
great showing at the local and regional 
American Advertising Awards. Six students 
won three gold and five silver awards at the 57th 
Annual 4th District American Advertising 
Awards Gala.

Pensacola State was well-represented at 
the 57th Annual 4th District American 
Advertising Awards. Pictured are Karli 
Kimmons, professors Mark Hopkins and 
Melina Smyres along with students 
Darrian Montgomery and Zack Blessing.

Top to bottom: Victoria Taylor, 
Miranda Taylor, Kayla Pope
Not shown: Alexandria Bly, 
Bradley Bunch

CANTONMENT ROTARY CLUB AWARDS $500 
SCHOLARSHIPS TO CULINARY ARTS STUDENTS
Bob Thomas of the Cantonment Rotary Club awarded Pensacola 
State College culinary arts students Phi Hoang Pham and  
Tiara Ruggs with $500 scholarships during a luncheon held in  
November 2018 on the Pensacola campus. Thomas, left, is pictured 
with Jimmie Langham, Pensacola State assistant professor of 
Applied Technology and Professional Services, along with Pham 
and Ruggs in the Molly McGuire Culinary Dining Room.
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PROGRAMS
VETERINARY TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM EARNS FULL ACCREDITATION
Pensacola State College’s Veterinary 
Technology Program received yet another 
accolade in 2018. 

The program earned full accreditation 
from the American Veterinary Medical 
Association’s Committee on Veterinary 
Technical Education and Activities.

The program which prepares students 
to take the Veterinary Technician National 
Exam (VTNE) had held provisional 
accreditation since 2013. After a student 
passes the VTNE, they are eligible to 
practice as a Credentialed Vet Tech 
throughout the United States. More than 
60 students have graduated from the 
Pensacola State program.

Sarah Meyer-Paterson, Pensacola State 
Veterinary Technology program director, 
said earning the accreditation includes 
performing a self-study, submitting an 
annual report and a rigorous two and one-
half day site visit every five years by the 
accrediting body to ensure the standards of 
accreditation are met.

“They want to make sure we’re giving 
the students the best learning environment 
and experience they can have. They were 

very thorough,” Meyer-Paterson said of  
the accreditation process.

The Veterinary Technology Program 
curriculum includes the theory and 
practical application of nursing, anesthesia, 
pharmacology, anatomy and physiology, 
radiology, lab diagnostics, dentistry 
and emergency services. Students also 
complete four supervised clinical rotations 
at four different approved area veterinary 
hospitals where they learn different 
practice philosophies and receive hands-
on training.

Also, more than 77 percent of Pensacola 
State Veterinary Technology students 
who graduated from July 1, 2015, through 
June 30, 2018, earned a passing score on 
the VTNE.

The VTNE evaluates the competency 
of entry-level veterinary technicians. 

PSC-UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA SIGN ARTICULATION AGREEMENT
Pensacola State College has become part 
of the University of South Alabama’s 
“Pathway USA.”

The articulation agreement signed 
Oct. 19, 2018, is a collaborative program 
between the university and community 
and state colleges. It creates a seamless 
transition to USA for transfer students 
who earn their associate’s degree.

Pensacola State is the first Florida 
College System institution to join the 
program. The academic partnership enables 
more PSC graduates to transfer to USA and 
earn their bachelor’s degrees.

“Pathway USA’s agreement with 
Pensacola State College takes effect 
immediately and is geared toward 
students who are not admitted at USA as 
well as students who may simply prefer 
to begin their college education at PSC,” 
said PSC President Ed Meadows.

Students may choose to have a copy 
of their USA application and supporting 
documents forwarded to PSC for 
admission consideration. 

Students already attending PSC also 
can apply for Pathway USA. A unique 

application will be created and available for 
PSC students to complete and submit.

PSC students who enter the Pathway 
USA program will have unique benefits, 
such as:

•  Guaranteed admission to USA upon 
successful completion (cumulative 
grade-point average of 2.0 or higher) of 
the associate’s degree

•  A USA academic advisor assigned 
to them who will provide individual 
guidance on course selection and map 
out degree plans

•  Special discounts through USA’s 
Jaguar Productions

•  Complimentary admission to South 
Alabama home athletic event.

PSC President Ed Meadows, seated, on right, and University of South Alabama President Tony Waldrop, seated on left,  
sign the Pathway USA articulation agreement in October 2018. Also pictured are PSC and USA administrators.

Christina Zaccardi, a PSC Veterinary Technician student, 
examines a patient. 



MOBILE WELDING PROGRAM NAMED A 2018 BELLWETHER 
AWARD FINALIST
Pensacola State College’s Mobile Welding 
Program was one of the Top 10 Finalists 
for a 2018 National Bellwether Award.

The National Bellwether Awards 
annually recognize outstanding and 
innovative programs and practices that 
are successfully leading community 
colleges into the future. Winners and 
finalists are invited to join the prestigious 
Bellwether College Consortium.

The College’s Mobile Welding 
Program began with a $2 million grant 
awarded by the U.S. Department of 
Labor in 2012. In 2014, the funds were 
used to acquire two mobile welding units 
consisting of semi-trailers fitted with 
welding booths and welding simulators  
to offer the program at the College's 
Century Center. 

In fall 2015, the College expanded the 
program to its Milton campus to meet the 
demands of the  job market.

Described as the Heisman Trophy for 
colleges, the National Bellwether Award 
is competitively judged and is awarded 
by peers in community colleges across 
the country.

“I am proud that PSC has been a back-
to-back Top 10 finalist for the National 
Bellwether Award,” said PSC President 
Ed Meadows. “Being selected two 
consecutive years is rare and even rarer 
to win as we did in 2017.”

In 2017, the College’s Virtual Tutoring 
Program won a 2017 National Bellwether 
Award. The program has been replicated 
at many colleges and universities across 
the United States.

PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE 9
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U.S. NEWS RANKS PENSACOLA STATE  
AMONG NATION’S BEST COLLEGES
Pensacola State was ranked as one of the 
best colleges ─ regionally and nationally ─ by 
U.S. News and World Report.

In the “Best Colleges 2018 Edition” 
report, Pensacola State tied for 4th in Top 
Public Schools ─ Regional Colleges ─ South 
and was the highest ranked college in 
Florida. The College also ranked No. 28 in 
overall Best Regional Colleges South.

Among national colleges and 
universities, Pensacola State ranked No. 11 
in Best Schools for Veterans and No. 147 in 
Best Undergraduate Engineering Programs 
(no doctorate).

To calculate the rankings, U.S. News 
gathered data from each college on up 
to 15 indicators of academic excellence. 
Institutions also were ranked based on 
graduation and retention rates, student-
to-faculty ratio, undergraduate academic 
reputation, faculty resources, student 
selectivity, financial resources, graduation 
rate performance and alumni giving.

For the national ranking in Best Schools 
for Veterans, colleges and universities 
reported their enrollment of and benefits 
for veterans and active-duty service 
members as part of U.S. News’ annual 
statistical survey of undergraduate schools 
during spring and summer 2017.

To be ranked, institutions must:
•  Be certified for the GI Bill.
•  Participate in the Yellow Ribbon 

Program or be a public school that 
charges in-state tuition to all out-of-
state veterans.

•  Have enrolled a minimum of 20 
veterans and active service members, 
or a critical mass, in the 2016-17 
academic year. Previously to be eligible 
for this list, a school needed 20 or more 
students who used GI Bill benefits.

•  Be in the top half of its U.S. News 
ranking category. U.S. News ranked 
qualifying schools numerically and in 
descending order based on their 2018 
Best Colleges ranks.

The national Best Undergraduate 
Engineering Program rankings were 
based on peer assessment surveys. 
To appear on an engineering 
survey, an institution must 
have an Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology 
undergraduate engineering 

 
program. The ABET is a non-governmental 
entity that accredits post-secondary 
education programs in “applied science, 
computing, engineering, and engineering 
technology.”

“At Pensacola State, it is our mission to 
ensure we are providing the best education 
for our students so that they are prepared 
for a university or the workforce,” PSC 
President Ed Meadows said.

“Each and every one of our 
administrators, faculty and staff contribute 
every day to the success of our students. I 
want to sincerely thank our employees for 
their hard work in ensuring our students 
reach their goals.”

Published annually, the report ranks 
more than 1,400 private and public colleges 
and universities and is a guide to help 
parents and students select schools.

PSC’S VIRTUAL TUTORING PROGRAM RECEIVES 
2018 CHANCELLOR’S BEST PRACTICE AWARD
Pensacola State College’s prestigious 
National 2017 Bellwether Award-winning 
program was recently named a FCS 2018 
Chancellor’s Best Practice Award recipient.

In November 2018, Pensacola State was 
one of four Florida College System institutions 
recognized for innovation and excellence by 
former FCS Chancellor Madeline Pumariega.

Pensacola State, Florida Gateway 
College, North Florida Community 
College and Polk State College received the 
2018 Chancellor’s Best Practice Awards 
from Pumariega. The four colleges were 
honored for programs of excellence at the 
Association of Florida Colleges’ 69th Annual 
Meeting and Conference in Orlando.

PSC was honored for the Bellwether 
Virtual Tutoring Program which serves 
more than a 1,000 students per year. The 
program provides services to students who 
may not have access to traditional tutoring 
methods by offering individualized 
services from any location or device  
with an internet connection.

“Our goal through this interactive 
virtual tutoring program has been to 
increase access to academic support for 
time bound and place bound students to 
help them successfully complete STEM and 
gateway courses leading to the completion 
of their respective plan of study,” PSC 
President Ed Meadows said.

Pensacola State College’s Virtual Tutoring Program 
received a 2018 Chancellor’s Best Practice Award from  
FCS Chancellor Madeline Pumariega. PSC President Ed 
Meadows, Michael Johnston and Sandy Ray are pictured 
with the chancellor at the awards ceremony.
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HB 75 ADVANCES  
‘MILITARY-FRIENDLY’  
EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES
In 2018, Florida College System institutions 
were given the authorization to waive some 
tuition and fees for active duty U.S. service 
members receiving military assistance.

Former Gov. Rick Scott signed HB 75  
on March 13, 2018, which took effect  
July 1, 2018. The Senate and House 
unanimously passed the measure for 
service members who use the U.S. 
Department of Defense Military Tuition 
Assistance program. The MTA program 
covers tuition expenses for service members 
at postsecondary education institutions. 
Pensacola State College has more than 300 
active duty military students enrolled who 
use MTA for their education.

“At Pensacola State, we appreciate the 
contributions of our active duty military 
personnel and value their service to our 
community,” PSC President Ed Meadows 
said. “Waiving these fees allows us to 
continue providing them the support  
that they deserve as they work to further 
their education.”

VICTORY MEDIA 
DESIGNATES PSC A 2018 
MILITARY-FRIENDLY SCHOOL
For the ninth consecutive year, Pensacola 
State College was designated a Military 
Friendly School by Victory Media.

With more than 2,000 veterans, active 
duty personnel and their dependents, 
Pensacola State is described as “the best 
place for veterans to start their collegiate 
careers,” according to a Pensacola State 
student-veteran.

The designation is bestowed on U.S. 
colleges, universities and trade schools  
that dedicate resources to military 
students to ensure success in the classroom 
and after graduation.

“Members of the armed forces play 
a vital role in our college community as 
well as that of Escambia and Santa Rosa 
counties,” PSC President Ed Meadows 
said. “Here at Pensacola State, we value 
our military service members and their 
families and strive to provide outstanding 
support and services to these students.”

Military Friendly® ratings are based 
on six categories: Academic Policies and 
Compliance; Admissions and Orientation; 
Culture and Commitment; Financial Aid 
and Assistance; Graduation and Career; and 
Military Student Support and Retention.

PSC’s veteran benefits 
include the Dr. G. B. Tamburello 
Endowed Scholarship; Ross C. 
Shiver Endowed Scholarship; 
Purple Heart Waiver; My Career 
Advancement Account; Veterans 
Upward Bound; Veterans Student 
Support Services; Scholarships 
for Children and Spouses of 
Deceased or Disabled Veterans 
and Service Members; GI Bill and 
Pell Grant.

Victory Media is a service-
disabled, veteran-owned business 
serving the military community 
since 2001. Their data-driven  
lists are published in G.I. Jobs®, 
Military Spouse, Vetrepreneur, 
and STEM Jobs.

PENSACOLA STATE RANKS 
AMONG MOST AFFORDABLE 
COLLEGES IN U.S.
The U.S. Department of Education listed 
Pensacola State College as a best value among 
public four-year colleges and universities for 
the seventh consecutive year.

In July 2018, Pensacola State was 
ranked 37th on a list of 71 institutions cited 
for lowest tuition in the U.S. Department 
of Education’s College Affordability and 
Transparency annual report.

With annual tuition listed as $2,704, 
Pensacola State was eighth among the 
25 Florida colleges to make the most 
affordable ranking. Average tuition is 
$8,022 for the nation’s 681 public four-year 
institutions, according to the report. In all, 
the report gives data for 2,606 four-year 
institutions, including private and private 
for-profit colleges and universities.

“We have worked hard and continue to 
strive to keep tuition and fees low for our 
students while still offering a variety of 
programs ranging from university transfer 
and workforce programs like cybersecurity, 
nursing, construction trades and welding,” 
said PSC President Ed Meadows. “Our 
workforce programs are designed to 
respond to the local employment needs.”

Pensacola State offers associate and 
bachelor’s degrees, career oriented certificates, 
college prep, adult education, GED prep 
and standard high school diplomas.

Pensacola State was listed among the best public colleges for veterans 
by the U.S. Department of Education for the seventh year.
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FOUNDATION
CARL DUKE GIFT TO PSC
When Carl Duke retired as the head of 
Pensacola State’s visual arts department  
in 1987, a part of his heart remained at  
the College.

An award-winning artist, Duke 
continued to show his work in exhibits and 
even loaned pieces from 
his personal collection 
to the College. Before he 
passed away on Aug. 1, the 
87-year-old bequeathed 
a sizable portion of his art 
collection to the College.

More than 400 pieces 
were donated to Pensacola 
State with the stipulation 
the artwork be used to 
help visual arts students 
further their education. 
Much of the collection is 
artwork created by Duke; 
however the bequest also includes pieces 
he and his late wife, Jo Lynn, acquired 
during their travels and other pieces given 
to the couple.

“This summer, we were notified that 
Mr. Duke had left a large collection of his 
artwork to the College,” said Andrea Krieger, 
executive director of the PSC Foundation. 
“The donation consists of paintings, 
ceramics, pottery, wood pieces, and 
collectibles from Mr. Duke’s extensive travel 
— it’s a really diverse collection of artwork.”

Some pieces from the collection were 
sold during the Bill Clover Memorial 
Auction in October. Proceeds from the 
auction were used to establish the Bill 
Clover Memorial Endowment. Known 
for his ceramic pottery, Clover worked at 
Pensacola State from 1966 until his death 
in May 2018. He was the longest-serving 
faculty member having spent nearly 52 
years at the College.

Duke, who worked at the College from 
1957-1987, hired Clover and the two 
became lifelong friends. Throughout their 
lives, the two men often exchanged and 

gifted each other pieces of art. Many of the 
items in the auction include artwork that 
Clover gave to Duke.

Allan Peterson, chairman of the 
College’s visual arts department from 1985-
2005, described Duke as a visionary, and 

a teacher who 
drew students 
to his classes 
and influenced 
local artists who 
passed through 
the department.

“Carl Duke 
was the person 
who hired the 
original faculty 
of a small art 
department 
then housed in 
the music and 

theater area. Though no one may remain of 
that original few, it should be remembered 
that Carl had the expectations for the 
development of the art department,” 
Peterson said.

“He was the mover behind the creation 
of the original visual arts complex in its 
current location. … It was Carl who wanted 
to augment the department offerings with 

exhibitions and eventually got a position 
for a full-time gallery director. He hired me, 
in 1974, to develop a professional gallery 
program. That was visionary in those days 
for a junior college.”

Krieger added that even the College’s 
Anna Lamar Switzer Center for Visual 
Arts was the brainchild of Duke.

“The facility was his architectural 
vision — even down to the stucco on the 
exterior,” she said of the modular complex 
of buildings that were completed in 1970. 
Renovations to the facility were finished in 
2002, and the 11,000-square-foot Charles 
W. Lamar Studio addition was completed 
in 2017.

A graduate of the Art Institute of 
Chicago, Duke earned his Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree in 1954 and Master of Fine Arts 
in 1956. His artwork has been exhibited 
in the Smithsonian Institution, Denver 
Museum, Birmingham Museum of Art, the 
former Isaac Delgado Museum of Art (now 
the New Orleans Museum of Art), Daytona 
Beach Art Center and others.

He was the featured artist in One 
Man Shows at Pensacola Junior College, 
Pensacola Art Center, Henri Studio in 
Boston and Madison-Art Directions 
Gallery in New York.

An early work of Carl Duke, featuring some of his colleagues.
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Events

2018 PARS FOR PIRATES 
Nearly $14,000 in cash and 
$8,600 of in-kind services were 
generated during the Pensacola 
State College Pars for Pirates golf 
tournament held June 7, 2018, at 
Marcus Pointe Golf Course. Twenty-two teams participated in the 
annual event. Proceeds from the tournament benefit PSC Athletics 
and student-athletes.

The 2018 PSC Pars for Pirates fundraiser was 
a huge success for student-athletes. Texas 
Roadhouse sponsored the longest putt contest, 
while Pensacola Sports Clip sponsored a hole. 
More than 20 teams participated in the 
annual fundraiser.

QUAIL HUNT
Hosted Feb. 9–11, 2018, at  
the Dennis Lake Wing Club, 
in Bay Minette, Alabama, 
guests enjoyed guided hunts, 
fellowship and excellent 
meals served with Southern 
hospitality. More than $31,000 
was raised at the event chaired 
by Gerry Goldstein.

Culinary and Hospitality students Dillon Myers, Jordan Gibbs, Nathen Roberts,  
Agnes Rodriguez and Billy Gillard.

GARDE MANGER
There is no better way to say thank you to our many donors and 
supporters than this culinary delight showcasing our Culinary 
and Hospitality programs. Hors d’oeuvres and sweet treats were 
created and served by 15 students who are in their second year of 
these programs. Garde Manger was held in July 2018 in the Student 
Center on the Pensacola campus.

Cookie Kichler, Marcia Schuffman, Wylda Sparrow and Helen Ihns
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DAY OF CLAYS 2018
About 130 sports enthusiasts 
participated in the Pensacola 
State College Day of Clays 
tournament held Sept. 29, 2018, 
at the Santa Rosa Shooting 
Center. Their support helped 
raise more than $74,000 in cash 
and $4,800 of in-kind services. 
Proceeds from the tournament 
benefit PSC scholarships 
and programs. The event was 
sponsored by TRANE and 
chaired by Ron Jackson.

Members of the Gulf Power Team are 
Reggie Kennedy, Cole Commander, Austin 
Quna and Taylor Nunnelee.

Lindsey Elmore and Marci Watters

From left, Ed Moore, Mike Steltenkamp and Jim Stolhanske

From left, Bill Webb, Eddie Norris and 
Karen Webb

13TH ANNUAL BIG 
BREAK GOLF CLASSIC
Eighty-eight golfers 
participated in the 13th 
Annual Big Break Golf Classic 
on May 4, 2018, at Marcus 
Pointe Golf Course. Presented 
by Synovus, the fundraiser 
was chaired by Sharon Hess 
Herrick. Participants played 
18 holes of scramble golf on a 
picture perfect spring day and 
raised more than $28,000. 
Golfers also enjoyed a variety 
of on-course competitions, 
select tasting holes featuring 
delicious treats, door prizes, 
auctions and prizes. 

Above: TRANE team and committee member 
Evan Helinski
Top left: Members of the Sam Marshall 
Architects Team are, from left, PSC basketball 
player Brandi Washington, Mike Marshall, 
Sam Marshall, Luke Marshall, PSC basketball 
player Sadie ‘Nicole’ Mobley and Ben Marshall.

Members of the Bradley  
Masonry Team are Martha 
Stewart, Lisa Bradley,  
Fallon Kurpuis  and  
Genevieve Kurpuis.
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PSC’S 2018 HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE
The Holiday Experience was held Dec. 6, 2018,  on the Warrington 
campus. Presented by Michael and Jo-Ann Price, the event offered 
attendees a glimpse of the state-of-the-art campus.

The interactive evening which raised more than $56,000 
included hands-on tours of the Mary Ekdahl Smart Center for 
Patient Simulation Training and Research, and the Department of 
Nursing and Emergency Medical Services facilities and stops at the 
Veterinary and Dental clinics.

Throughout the evening, guests were treated to tapas, holiday 
beverages and sweet treats. Entertainment was provided by the 
College’s Performing Arts students.

In the Mary Ekdahl Smart Center, guests had the opportunity 
to hear heart tones and converse with patient simulators and meet 
Victoria, the College’s maternal and neonatal birthing simulator. 
Guests also took a seat in the “stationary” ambulance and tried to 
master the Virtual IV Station used by students.

In the Veterinary Technology complex, guests participated in a 
pet examination, read X-rays and learned what canine and feline 
behaviors mean.

At the Dental Clinic, Pensacola State students performed dental 
exams, and guests assisted by using an oversized dental simulator 
while instructors and students answered questions.

On hand to greet guests 
were student ambassadors  

Paola Guitierrez-Cruz  
and Maekayla Emerson.

Sarah Richards and  
an EMT student.

Also pictured above  
are Kevin Sluder and 
Cindy Sluder and  
Ed and Ginger Moore, 
above right.

PSC Choral students  
performed during the  

College’s 2018 Holiday Experience.  
Held on the Warrington campus, the 

event was presented by  
Michael and Jo-Ann Price, top photo. 

Additional music was provided by 
instrumentalists, back row, from left, 

Marianne Carlton, horn; Monica Bosso, 
bassoon; Sarah Welykholowa, oboe; 

Courtney Stewart, flute, and front row, 
Alaina Hannan, clarinet.
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FLORIDA BLUE, HELIOS FOUNDATION, OTHERS DONATE $40,000 FOR SCHOLARSHIPS 
Pensacola State College 
received nearly $40,000 in 
April 2018 to help students pay 
for the cost of higher education.

Much of the $27,220 
donation came from Florida 
Blue, the Helios Education 
First Generation Scholars 
program and Bank of America 
Dream Makers Scholarship. 

Local supporters also 
chipped in more than $12,000 

in matching funds to bring the 
donation total to $39,980.

Florida College System 
Chancellor Madeline Pumariega 
and FCS President Judy Green 
presented an oversized $27,220 
check to PSC President Ed 
Meadows during a ceremony. 

Each year, the FCS 
Foundation distributes 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to Florida’s 28 state 

colleges to provide scholarships 
to students. Florida Blue 
donated $12,760; the Helios 
Education Foundation 
contributed $8,979; with Bank 
of America giving $5,481.

During the 2017-18 
academic year, 82 Pensacola 
State students received 
scholarships from $42,339 
donated by Florida Blue, the 
Helios Education Foundation, 

Bank of America as well as 
private donors. 

Eleven students were 
awarded scholarships from 
$7,779 donated by the Helios 
Education Foundation. 

Forty-nine students received 
funding from a $24,827 
Florida Blue donation. And 
22 students were assisted by 
$9,733 from Bank of America 
Dream Makers Scholarship.

PSC RECEIVES $300,000 GRANT TO ADDRESS VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
Pensacola State College was 
awarded a $300,000 grant 
to help fight violence against 
women. In November 2018, 
the College received one 
of 57 grants from the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s Office 
on Violence Against Women.

OVW’s Grant to Reduce 
Sexual Assault, Domestic 
Violence, Dating Violence, 
and Stalking on Campus 
Program supports initiatives 
to implement comprehensive, 
coordinated responses to 

violent crimes on campus 
through partnerships with 
victim services providers and 
justice agencies. 

Pensacola State’s Public 
Safety Department and Office 
of Institutional Diversity and 
Student Conduct will work 
collaboratively with Favor House 
of Northwest Florida, Legal 
Services of North Florida, and 
Lakeview Center Inc. to make 
all campuses and centers safer. 

This award will make 
possible a range of services, 

including specialized training 
for campus law enforcement, 
service providers, and campus  
personnel as well as training 
and programming for PSC 
students at all campus locations. 

“It is vital to keep our 
students safe on campuses 
by supporting programs that 
take a coordinated community 
approach to education and 
prevention of sexual assault 
on our college and university 
campuses,” said OVW Acting 
Director Katharine Sullivan.

SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS AND GIFTS

Katherine Sullivan

Florida College System 
Chancellor Madeline 
Pumariega, center, holds a 
ceremonial scholarship check 
as PSC President Ed Meadows, 
far right, and others look on. 
The scholarships funds were 
donated by Florida Blue, the 
Helios Education Foundation 
and Bank of America.
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GULF POWER FOUNDATION 
DONATES $150,000  
TO PSC FOR NONPROFIT 
TRAINING CENTER
Pensacola State received a $150,000 
donation from the Gulf Power Foundation 
to help establish training for nonprofit 
organizations’ professional staffs and boards. 

Gulf Power Foundation Board 
Chairman Wendell Smith presented the 
first installment of $30,000 to the College 
in December 2018. 

PSC President Ed Meadows thanked 
the foundation for the donation. The 
first payment will be used to develop 
CFRE courses on funding diversification, 
board development, grant writing, 
comprehensive campaigns, and donor-
centered proposals and presentations. 
Over the next five years, scholarships also 
will be provided for worthy students and 
qualifying nonprofit organizations.

PSC AWARDED $1.86M IN JOB GROWTH 
INVESTMENT GRANT FUNDS
Pensacola State College received $1.86 
million for workforce training programs 
from an $85 million Florida Job Growth 
Grant Fund. In February 2018, the College 
was among nine entities awarded $35 
million of the fund. 

At the College, the funds will be used to 
increase the number of students earning 
industry-recognized credentials and 
degrees required to enter and advance 
in the workforce for targeted industries 
such as advanced manufacturing, aviation 
maintenance, welding, cybersecurity/
information technology, nursing, 
transportation and construction trades.

The Florida Job Growth Grant Fund 
was established by Scott and the state 
Legislature in 2017 to encourage continued 

economic growth 
statewide. 

The Greater 
Pensacola Career 
Pathways initiative 
with Pensacola State 
College as lead, will 
be implemented 
in partnership 
with George Stone 
Technical Center  
and the Escambia 
County School District, 
CareerSource ESCAROSA and FloridaWest 
Economic Development Alliance.

Gulf Power Co., GBSI, VT Mobile 
Aerospace Engineering, Skanska, Baptist 
Hospital, AppRiver, Techsoft, Home 

Builders Association of West Florida, 
Northwest Florida Manufacturers Council 
and IT Gulf Coast and Innovation Coast, 
also collaborated on the proposal.

Pensacola State was among nine entities awarded Florida Job Growth Grant Funds. The 
College received $1.86 million for workforce training programs.

The Gulf Power Foundation presented Pensacola State College with a $150,000 donation toward the establishment of the 
Nonprofit Center for Excellence and Philanthropy. Pictured, from left, are Pensacola Mayor Grover Robinson, President of 
the PSC Foundation Board of Governors Doug Bates, Gulf Power Foundation Board Chairman and PSC Trustee Wendell 
Smith, Executive Director of Manna Food Bank DeDe Flounlacker, Executive Director of the Gulf Power Foundation Jennifer 
McFarren, Executive Director of the PSC Foundation Andrea Krieger, PSC President Ed Meadows and PSC Trustee Herb Woll.
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ATHLETICS
PSC ATHLETIC DIRECTOR INDUCTED INTO FCSAA HALL OF FAME
Bill Hamilton, Pensacola State’s athletic 
director, was inducted into the 2018 Florida 
College System Activities Association 
Hall of Fame. He is the eighth Pensacola 
State administrator/faculty member to be 
recognized by the organization since 1993.

Hamilton has worked in college 
athletics for more than 35 years. Twenty-
nine of those years have been at Pensacola 
State where Hamilton was head baseball 
coach before retiring in 2010, and the 
college’s athletic director since 1999.

“It is such an honor to have been 
nominated by my peers and recognized 
by the FCSAA,” Hamilton said. “To be 
included among the most notable of 
the Florida College System’s students, 
administrators, faculty and others is truly 
a humbling honor.”

With an overall record of 703 wins and 
468 losses, Hamilton led the Pirates to their 
first-ever state baseball championship in 
2004, and a sixth-place finish in the JUCO 
World Series where the team received the 
Tomas Howard Sportsmanship Trophy 
that same year.

For his efforts, he was named the 
FCSAA Coach of the Year, NJCAA Region 
VIII Coach of the Year and the ABCA/

Diamond Regional Coach of the Year for 
NJCAA Division I.

In 2008, Hamilton surpassed retired 
legendary Coach Buddy Kisner as the “All-
Time Career Leader” in wins at Pensacola 
Junior College with his 525th career 
victory. He finished the year with 561 wins 
as the Pirates rolled to a 43-8 record, a 
conference championship and a NJCAA 
national poll No. 1 ranking for the last six 
weeks of the poll.

It was Pensacola State’s first ever No. 1 
ranking in the College’s then 60-year history.

Hamilton joins seven other Pensacola 
State administrators and faculty members 
— President Horace Hartsell; Tom Botsford, 
publications; Vicki Carson, athletics; Ed 
Holdnak, student government association; 
Ken McAferty, Brain Bowl; Joy McClintock, 
forensics; and Donn Peery, athletics — to 
have been inducted into the FCSAA Hall of 
Fame since 1993.

The FCSAA Hall of Fame recognizes 
administrators, coaches, advisors, officials, 
students and others who have contributed 
at least 10 years of service to FCSAA or one 
of its member institutions. 

Inductees are selected by peers on the 
merits of their community and state college 

contributions and achievements as well as 
significant accomplishments.

Born in Lake City, Hamilton grew up  
in Marianna. He received a bachelor’s  
degree from Huntingdon College in 1982 
and has served on Huntingdon’s Board of 
Trustees and the National Alumni Board  
of Directors. 

He received his master’s degree in 
administration and supervision from 
Columbus State University in 1987.

TWO STANDOUTS NAMED PSC 2017-18  
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD WINNERS
Softball player Lia Johnson and baseball 
player Richard Sorrenti were named 
Pensacola State College’s Top Male and 
Female Scholar-Athletes.

Johnson, a sophomore from Panama 
City, graduated with an overall 3.91 grade 
point average and is a two-time NJCAA 
Academic Student-Athlete Award 
recipient, a two-time FCSAA Academic 
All-State and a two-time All-Panhandle 
Conference Academic performer. 

She also was named an All-American 
Scholar Athlete by the National Fastpitch 
Coaches Association for 2017-2018.

The Lady Pirates lead-off hitter, 
Johnson set the table for a team that 
would ultimately return to the FCSAA 

State Tournament by winning the first-
ever Panhandle Conference Softball 
tournament. She batted .333 in her final 
season and led the team in stolen bases 
with 14.

Johnson signed to play at Embry-Riddle 
Aeronautical University.

Sorrenti, a sophomore catcher from 
Tallahassee, is a two-time All-Panhandle 
Conference player, making the First Team 
his final year. He graduated with a 3.37 
grade point average and adds an Academic 
All-Conference Award to his resume.

He led the Pirates in home runs, hit .334 
in conference play and .304 overall for 2018. 

Sorrenti signed to play with the 
University of South Alabama Jaguars.

Lia Johnson

Richard Sorrenti

Bill Hamilton
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3 BASEBALL 
PLAYERS MOVE 
ON TO DIVISION 1 
PROGRAMS
Three Pensacola State College 
student-athletes – Chad 
Bryant, D.J. Wilkinson and 
Ryan Brewer – will continue 
their athletic careers at the 
University of Alabama, Troy 
University and the University 
of West Florida, respectively.

Bryant, a right-handed 
pitcher, will join the Crimson 
Tide for the 2019-2020 season. 
A Thomasville, Alabama, 
native, Bryant was selected 
in the 36th round of the 2018 
MLB draft.

Wilkinson, a right-handed 
pitcher, will play for the Trojans 
in 2019-2020. A Monticello, 
Florida, native, Wilkinson led 
the Pirates in several pitching 
categories – wins (8), innings 
pitched (67.1) and strikeouts 
(73) during the 2017-2018 
baseball season.

Brewer, an infielder and 
pitcher, will play for the 
Argonauts in 2019-2020. An 
Ocoee, Florida, native, Brewer 
threw significant innings on 
the mound while batting .286 
with two home runs and 14 
RBIs during the 2017-2018 
Pirates baseball season.

Top to bottom: Chad Bryant,  
D.J. Wilkinson,  Ryan Brewer

Winning in the Classroom
NJCAA ACADEMIC STUDENT-ATHLETE AWARDS
The National Junior College Athletic Association recognizes less 
than 8 percent of the NJCAA athletes across the country with 
Academic All-American Awards. These student-athletes awards 
are based on grade point average and hours completed.

2018 HONOREES

All-Academic First Team (4.0 GPA)
─• Baseball: Donald Dvorak
• Softball: Sadie Rusteika
• Volleyball: Bentley Odom

All-Academic Second Team (3.80-3.99 GPA)
• Women’s Basketball: Aminat Jubril and Brandi Washington
• Softball: Amelia Johnson
• Volleyball: Allison Von Brock

All-Academic Third Team (3.60 to 3.79 GPA)
• Baseball: Logan Blackmon, Jared Hatch and Griffin Rivers
• Softball: Ashley Gardenal
• Volleyball: Robyn Krause

FCSAA ACADEMIC ALL-STATE
2018 HONOREES

Baseball: Wilfredo Alvarez, Logan Blackmon, Ryan Brewer, Donald 
Dvorak, Evan Floyd, Jared Hatch, Fausto Lopez, Fredrick Rivers, 
Richard Sorrenti, Alexander Tyson, Wyatt Smith and Luis Colon

Men’s Basketball: Deng Mayot 

Women’s Basketball: Aminat Jubril, Naterria Luster, Ahyiona 
Vason, Brandi Washington and Mylashia Yancey

Softball: Danielle deRuiter, Ashley Gardenal, Amelia Johnson, 
Madison Marshall, Brittney Rayfield, Sadie Rusteika, Shelby 
Thornsberry, Haley Willis and Caitlyn Yockey

Volleyball: Bentley Odom, Robyn Krause, Elizabeth Thompson  
and Allison Von Brock

SCORING TEAM RECOGNITION
2018 FCSAA ALL-PANHANDLE CONFERENCE TEAM

Baseball: Richard Sorrenti, First Team; Wilfredo Alvarez, Fausto 
Lopez, Griffin Rivers, Josh Rulli and D.J. Wilkinson, Second Team

Men’s Basketball: Willesley Butler, First Team; Daryl Lewis, 
Yeikson Montero and Gerald Williams, Second Team

Women’s Basketball: Nia Johnson and Naterria Luster, First Team; 
Ta’Sheanne Armstrong, Ahyiona Vason and Mylashia Yancey, 
Second Team

Softball: Alexis Guzman, First Team; Danielle deRuiter, Shelby 
Griffin, Lia Johnson, Kathleen Koehler, Kayla Liebman and Jensen 
Strickland, Second Team

Volleyball: Olivia Beauchain, Robyn Krause, Elizabeth Thompson 
and Baylee Young, First Team
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19 PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE STUDENT-ATHLETES INK DEALS
Nineteen Pensacola State College student-
athletes struck some major deals on April 
25, 2018, when they committed to Division 
I, Division II, Division III and NAIA colleges 
and universities.

The athletes include:

Men’s basketball players: Willesley 
Butler who signed a letter of intent to the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham.

Willesley, a forward and center for 
the Pirates, averaged 13 points and 6.6 
rebounds per game during the 2018 
season. He was named to the FCSAA All-
Panhandle Conference First Team.

A Troy, New York, native, Butler is a 
Redemption Christian Academy graduate.

Women’s basketball players: Aminat 
Jubril, Naterria Luster, Kaloni Pryear, 
Ahyiona Vason and Mylashia Yancey signed 
with Southeastern Louisiana University, 
Elizabeth City State University, Lincoln 
University in Missouri, the University 
of North Carolina Wilmington  and 
Grambling State University, respectively.

Jubril, a forward, averaged 4.8 points 
and 7 rebounds per game. The sophomore is 
from Lagos, Nigeria, and a graduate of New 
Era Girls Secondary School.

Luster, a forward, averaged 13 points 
per game and 6 rebounds. She was named 
to the FCSAA All-Panhandle 
Conference First Team. Luster 
is from Richmond, Virginia, 
and a graduate of John 
Marshall High School.

Pryear, a guard, averaged 8 
points per game, and shot 49 
percent behind the arc.

She is from Pensacola and 
a Booker T. Washington High 
School graduate.

Vason, a point guard, 
averaged 8 points, and was 
named to the FCSAA All-
Panhandle Conference Second 
Team. She is from Montgomery, 
Alabama, and a Jeff Davis High 
School graduate.

Yancey, a guard, averaged 
11 points and 6 rebounds per 
game. She was named to the 

FCSAA All-Panhandle Conference Second 
Team. She is from Ashburn, Georgia, and a 
graduate of Turner County High School.

Volleyball player: Bentley Odom who 
signed with Spring Hill College.

Odom, a middle hitter, was named to the 
FCSAA All-Panhandle Second Team. She is 
from Mobile, and a Murphy High graduate.

Baseball players: Michael “Bucky” 
McGlamry, Malique Foreman, Aaron Ginn 
and Evan Floyd – who signed with Middle 
Georgia State College, Reinhart University, 
University of Southern Mississippi and St. 
Louis University, respectively.

Also, Jared Hatch, Wilfredo Alvarez, 
Richard Sorrenti and Alex Tyson signed as 
committed walk-ons for the University of 
West Florida, Florida Atlantic University, 
University of South Alabama and Valdosta 
State University, respectively.

McGlamry, an outfielder, is from Wakulla. 
He is a graduate of Wakulla High School.

Foreman, an infielder, is from Fairburn, 
Georgia. He is a graduate of Mays High School.

Ginn, a right-handed pitcher, also is from  
Wakulla and a Wakulla High graduate.

Floyd, a right-handed pitcher, is from 
Pensacola. He is a graduate of Catholic  
High School. 

Hatch, a right-handed pitcher, is from 
Pensacola and a Tate High graduate.

Alvarez, an infielder, is from Orlando. 
Before coming to Pensacola State, he played 
baseball at IMG Academy in Bradenton.

Sorrenti, a catcher, is from Tallahassee. 
He was named to the FCSAA All-
Panhandle Conference Second Team and is 
a graduate of Lawton-Chiles High School.

Tyson, a left-handed pitcher, is from 
Madison. He is a graduate of Madison 
County High School.

Softball players ─ Lia Johnson, Brittney 
Rayfield, Haley Willis and Caitlyn Yockey – 
who signed with Embry-Riddle University, 
Flagler College, Jacksonville University and 
Warner University, respectively.

Johnson, an outfielder, is from Panama 
City Beach and is a graduate of South 
Walton High School.

Rayfield, a pitcher/utility player, is from 
Green Cove Springs and is a graduate of 
The Bolles School.

Willis, a catcher/infielder, is from Orange 
Park and a graduate of Oakleaf High School.

Yockey, a utility player, is from Orlando 
and is a Cornerstone Charter School.

Nineteen Pensacola State College student-athletes struck 
major deals in April 2018 when they committed to Division I, 
Division II, Division III and NAIA colleges and universities. 
Pictured are 15 of the signees.
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EMPLOYEES
PSC PRESIDENT NAMED TO GOVERNOR DESANTIS 
EDUCATION, WORKFORCE ADVISORY GROUP 
In December 2018, PSC President Ed Meadows was tapped to join 
Gov.-elect Ron DeSantis and Lt. Gov.-elect Jeanette Nuñez transition 
education and workforce advisory committee. 

Meadows who has served as Pensacola State’s president since 
2008 joined more than 40 others on the Transition Advisory 
Committee on Education and Workforce Development. State Board 
of Education Chair Marva Johnson and University of Florida Board 
of Trustee Mori Hosseini are co-chairs of the committee. 

The committee is comprised of a diverse group of education 
experts, including traditional K-12 public school system leaders, 
education advocates, elected school board members, academics and 
current and former leaders of Florida’s higher education system.

Committee members advised the transition team as they 
developed a plan to implement DeSantis’ vision of ensuring 
that every student in Florida has the chance to get a world-class 
education and develop the skills they need to get a great job and 
pursue their dream.

LANGHAM SELECTED 
SKILLSUSA FLORIDA 
ADVISOR OF YEAR 
PSC professor Jimmie 
Langham received the 2018 
Florida SkillsUSA Advisor of 
the Year award.

A U.S. Navy veteran, 
Langham earned his associate 
and bachelor’s degrees from 
the College. He began working 
at the College in 2013 and is 
now an assistant professor 
of Applied Technology and 
Professional Services.

The Pensacola State 
professor shares what he 
learned over a 20-plus year 
military career and as a college 
student with the next generation 
of culinary arts professionals.

Langham and his wife, 
Katherine, have two children. 
Christopher is a U.S. Navy 
recruiter stationed in Mobile, 
and Samantha earned a  
degree in cyber forensics  
from Pensacola State.

4 FACULTY MEMBERS INDUCTED 
INTO ACADEMY OF TEACHING 
EXCELLENCE 
Four Pensacola State faculty members were 
selected for induction into the College’s 
Academy of Teaching Excellence in 2018.

The inductees include:
•  Jeanne Branch, Assistant Professor, Business 
•  Roberta Harvey, Assistant Professor, 

Biological Sciences 
•  Dr. Vasanth Ramachandran, Assistant 

Professor, Physical Sciences   
•  Dr. Barbara Reitz, Assistant Professor, 

Biological Sciences
The Teaching Excellence awards are 

designed to recognize outstanding classroom 
instructors who demonstrate sustained teaching 
excellence as measured by:

•  Demonstrated knowledge of and 
enthusiasm for subject matter

•  Good rapport/relationship with students
•  Effective course content and organization, 

and
•  Effective instructional methods. 

Jeanne Branch Roberta Harvey

Vasanth Ramachandran Barbara Reitz

Ed Meadows Jimmie Langham
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PRESIDENT’S  
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
Twenty-four Pensacola State College 
employees learned about the inner 
workings of the College during their year 
as students in the President’s Leadership 
Institute. Pictured are PSC President 
Ed Meadows and other administrators 
and faculty with the PLI Class of 2017-18 ─ 
Michael Allen, Hikmat BC, Scott Bemiss, 
Anita Bronson, Morris Buchanan, Bob 
Culkeen, Sean Fagan, Deborah Gerard, 
Kylie Henderson, Deborah Hooks, Obi 
Kalu, Andrea Krieger, Roxanne Lavelle, 
Rameca Leary, Michael Listau, Karen 
McCabe, Robin Mertins, Willie Ortiz-
Caceres, Mary Riker, Donte Sheppard, 
Beth Smithers and Lori Wichman. Not 
pictured is Sandy Moore. PLI presents 
an opportunity for College employees 
to participate in a year-long program 
that will help them acquire skills and 
knowledge to better understand the 
challenges of leadership and management.

FOUR PSC EMPLOYEES NAMED 2018 ‘INWEEKLY’ RISING STARS 
Kasey Jones, Lynsey Listau, Michael Listau and Layla Zandi were selected for InWeekly’s 
2018 Rising Stars edition.

•  Jones is an administrative coordinator for WSRE and Government Relations.
•  Lynsey Listau is the executive director of Institutional Diversity  

and Student Conduct.
•  Michael Listau is department head for Applied Technology  

and Professional Services.
•  Zandi is donor campaigns and reporting manager for the  

PSC Foundation.
InWeekly’s 2018 Rising Stars edition spotlights young  

professionals who will have a meaningful impact on the  
community, and help the Pensacola area grow and improve.

Left to right: Lynsey Listau, Kasey Jones, Michael Listau, Layla Zandi

PENSACOLA STATE LOSES LONGEST-SERVING FACULTY MEMBER
In May 2018, the Pensacola State  
College family lost its longest-serving 
faculty member. 

Bill Clover, the College’s visual arts 
professor known far and wide for his 
pottery, passed away on May 7, 2018.  
A Los Angeles native, Clover started 
working  at Pensacola State in 1966. 

Working under five Pensacola State 
presidents – T. Felton Harrison, Horace 
“Ed” Hartsell, Charles A. Atwell, G. Thomas 
Delaino and Ed Meadows, Clover spent 
more than 52 years at the College.

Clover had a generous spirit that was 
quite evident. He volunteered at Manna 
Food Pantries for more than a decade – 
helping the organization generate nearly 
$300,000 to help those in need during 
the organization’s Pick A Bowl Fill A Bowl 
fundraisers which impacted more than 
35,000 people.

“In addition to throwing most of the 
bowls for the event during its history, 
Bill Clover exemplified compassion and 
understanding for others by using his 
time and talents to benefit the hungry,” 
said DeDe Flounlacker, Manna’s executive 
director. “Clover was kind, generous, 
funny and incredibly creative. He was an 
inspiration to me, and he will be missed.”

In August 2018, Manna Food Pantry 
renamed the Pick A Bowl Fill A Bowl 
fundraiser to honor Clover. Beginning with 
the September 2018 event, the fundraiser 
became the Clover Pick A Bowl Fill A Bowl.

“He was a great guy. It means a lot to us 
to be able to name the event after him. He 
was this amazing person, with such a great 
spirit and a heart and soul that was so big. 
It’s an honor for us to memorialize him in 
this way,” she added. 

Bill Clover
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VETERANS UPWARD 
BOUND DIRECTOR 
PRESENTED 2018 BUD 
DAY AWARD
Rob Gregg, director of Pensacola 
State’s TRIO Veterans Upward 
Bound program, was presented the 2018 George Everette “Bud” Day 
Award by the Gulf Coast Veterans Advocacy Council (GCVAC).

The award was presented to Gregg in November 2018. It 
recognizes excellence in leadership involving people, events, 
programs, projects and/or teams. It is presented annually to a 
GCVAC member and volunteer who demonstrates leadership 
qualities such as being an excellent role model, inspiring others 
to work collaboratively and creatively, demonstrating initiative, 
fostering pride in GCVAC and promoting a work environment that 
is respectful, collegial and supportive.

“It puts a light on the importance of serving vets,” Gregg said. “I do 
a lot of things in the community dealing with vets. I don’t think it’s 
about me, it’s more about putting the issues up front that vets face.”

A U.S. Air Force officer, aviator and WWII, Korean War and 
Vietnam War veteran, Bud Day was also a prisoner of war, and 
recipient of the Medal of Honor and Air Force Cross. As of 2016, he was 
the only person to be awarded the Medal of Honor and Air Force Cross. 
He died in July 2013 and was posthumously advanced to the rank of 
Brigadier General. Day is buried in Barrancas National Cemetery.

PSC RECOGNIZES 2018 SUPERVISOR, EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR
Six of Pensacola State College’s best were recognized as 2018 Employees of the Year in 
July 2018. 

Diane M. Bracken, director of Facilities, Planning and Construction, was named the 
Supervisor of the Year.

Career Service Award recipients were:
•  Debra Bigelow-Jordan, Student Services Representative, Milton campus
•  Shawn Davis, Laborer Supervisor, Maintenance Services, Pensacola campus
•  Beverly E. Donnell, Administrative Assistant, Continuing Education, Pensacola campus
•  Robert J. Seay, Central Services Supervisor, Receiving Department, Pensacola campus
•  Debbie Stallworth, Dental Clinic Technician, Allied Health, Warrington campus.

PSC INSTITUTIONAL 
RESEARCHERS 
RECEIVE ACCLAIM FOR 
PUBLISHED WORK
In September 2018, Eugenio 
Hernandez, Pensacola State 
College’s Institutional Research 
analyst, and Michael Johnston, 
director of Institutional 
Research, were recognized 
by the National Student 
Clearinghouse (NSC) for 
publishing their step-by-
step guide, “It’s Element-ary: 
Perfecting StudentTracker 
Data Elements,” on the 
Association of Institutional 
Research (AIR) website.

StudentTracker enables 
participating institutions 
to perform educational 
research and analysis utilizing 
enrollment and graduation data 
from more than 3,600 colleges 
and universities, who enroll 98 

percent of all students in public 
and private U.S. institutions. 
The guide developed by 
Hernandez and Johnston 
provides technical tips to users 
who enter data, making the 
program easier to use. 

Eugenio Hernandez, left,  
and  Michael Johnston

ADJUNCT SHARES BATTLE OF DEALING WITH CHRONIC PAIN IN MEMOIR
A Pensacola State College 
adjunct professor has shared 
the challenges of dealing with 
chronic pain in a book.

In “Hurting Like Hell, 
Living with Gusto” Victoria 
Stopp describes her transition 
from a healthy active lifestyle 
to learning to live with 
debilitating pain. She was 
presented the 2018 Florida 
Authors and Publishers 

Association Health and Fitness 
Award for the written account. 

An interview with Runner’s 
World magazine was the 
catalyst Stopp said she needed 
to tell her story.

“After they interviewed 
me a few years ago, I realized 
the audience for my story was 
bigger than I first thought,” 
she said. “So many people 
deal with chronic pain, and 

with the opioid crisis front-
and-center in the U.S., my 
story is timely. I’ve kept a blog, 
fibromyalgiaathlete.com, for 
years, and that blog was the 
foundation for the book.”

“Hurting Like Hell, Living 
with Gusto” was published in 
November 2017 by McFarland 
& Company. 

Rob Gregg

Victoria Stopp 

Employees of the Year are, from left, are Davis, Seay, Bracken, 
Donnell, Bigelow-Jordan with PSC President Ed Meadows.  
Not pictured is Stallworth.
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COMMUNITY SERVICE
PSC CENTURY CENTER STARTS COMMUNITY GARDEN
Pensacola State College has partnered with 
other community agencies and planted a 
Hope Garden on the Century Center campus.

In November 2018, about 15 volunteers 
gathered to establish a plot and layout 
for the Century Hope Garden. Three 
subsequent work days concentrated on 
preparing planting beds and planting cool-
weather test beds. 

“We now have 10 prepared planting 
beds and two raised-bed planters with 
seating constructed and donated by 
Bondurant’s Ace Hardware in Century,” 
said Paula Byrd, director of the Century 
Center. “Visible to passers-by, the Hope 
Garden beautifies the area along the fence 
line adjacent to the sidewalk.” 

The Century Head Start and Century 
Academy started indoor seedlings in 
preparation for the first planting in  
March 2019. 

The idea of the Hope Garden developed 
after an F3 tornado devastated parts of 
Century in February 2016. After the storm, 

the town’s central area was designated a 
Community Redevelopment Area (CRA). 
The College’s Century Center is within the 
redevelopment area.  

Joining the community planning team 
were Byrd along with PSC professors 
Jennifer Ehrhardt and Judy Golding along 
with Ellen Peppler, a lab tutor.

“We are all proponents of community 
gardens and Ms. Ehrhardt weaves 
affordable and healthy food choices, 
cooking with fresh ingredients, financial 
literacy and service learning into her 
courses,” Byrd added. 

“Century Center students and staff also 
will be involved in the development and 
managing of the gardens.”

Future events include workshops 
on gardening, nutrition and cooking 
with fresh produce through Continuing 
Education and collaboration with local 
garden clubs and the Escambia County 
Extension Service. PSC faculty, staff and students and community partners 

plant a Hope Garden on the Century Center campus. 

PSC CELEBRATES 70TH ANNIVERSARY IN SEPTEMBER
Pensacola State College celebrated its  
  70th birthday with a week of activities   

 Sept. 10-14, 2018.
Sept. 13, 1948, is the official opening   

date of the College which began in the 
Aiken Boarding House on the corner of 
Palafox and Cervantes streets with 128 
students. Today, the College has grown to 
three campuses — Pensacola, Milton and 
Warrington and three centers — Century, 
Downtown and South Santa Rosa.

More than 110,000 graduates have 
earned associate and bachelor’s degrees 
as well as workforce certifications from 
Pensacola State College. 

The late NASA astronaut Alan 
Poindexter, NASA engineer William 
Lawrence Peters, Sacred Heart Foundation 
President Carol Carlan, U.S. Army vocalist 
Antonio Guiliano and artist, Victor Bokas 
are among the many outstanding Pensacola 
State alumni. 

PSC President Ed Meadows and 
South Santa Rosa Center Director 

Karen McCabe cut the College’s 70th 
Anniversary cake during the center’s 

celebration. Also pictured is a group 
of PSC students snapping a photo 

during the celebration.
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PSC CENTURY CENTER HOLDS  
INAUGURAL CENTURY CLASSIC 
On a crisp fall day, Pensacola State College’s 
Century Center hosted the inaugural 
Century Classic.

The softball and baseball exhibition 
games on Oct. 20, 2018, at Showalter  
Park pitted the PSC Pirates against the 
Coastal Alabama-Brewton Warhawks.

Former Pensacola State and Major 
League Baseball players, Bill Sadler and 
Greg Litton, along with Escambia County 
District 5 Commissioner Steven Barry 
were special guests at the event. 

Sadler pitched for the San Francisco 
Giants and Houston Astros during his MLB 
career. Litton, a utility player, was drafted 
in the first round by the San Francisco 
Giants in 1984. He later played for the 
Seattle Mariners and Boston Red Sox. 

Proceeds from the classic benefitted 
the Buck Showalter Scholarship fund that 
supports Century-area students pursuing 
a GED certificate. The classic was sponsored 
by the Pensacola Sports Association, 
Pensacola Blue Wahoos and the Town  
of Century. 

PSC HOSTS CYBERSECURITY CONFERENCE
Pensacola State’s cybersecurity students attended the Bank of 
America/Merrill Lynch Cybersecurity Conference held  
Sept. 13, 2018, in the Jean and Paul Amos Performance Studio  
on the Pensacola campus.

A panel discussion moderated by Dr. Kirk Bradley, dean of 
Baccalaureate Studies at Pensacola State, featured Amy  
Bender of Counsel, Freeman, Mathis & Gary; Chad Berry, resident 
agent in charge of Homeland Security Investigations, U.S. Department 
of Homeland Security; Brad Deflin, founder and president, Total 
Digital Security; David Pickett, cybersecurity analyst, AppRiver; 
and Chris Wilkinson, Cyber Crimes technician, Escambia County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The Arrive Alive Tour Drunk and Distracted Driving 
Simulator and K-9 demonstrations were among the many 
activities presented during Pensacola State’s Second 
Annual College Safety Month. Held in March 2018, the 
event included workshops, discussions and demonstrations 
designed to foster safety awareness. 

Pensacola State hosted the Bank of America/Merrill Lynch Cybersecurity Conference in 
September 2018. Several PSC cybersecurity students attended the event.

PSC HOSTS SECOND ANNUAL 
CAMPUS SAFETY MONTH 2018 

Pensacola State held the Second Annual 
College Safety Month in March 2018.

The event kicked off with a Law 
Enforcement Panel. Daily events followed 
including workshops, discussions and 
demonstrations designed to foster  
safety awareness. 

A Campus Safety Day was held on each 
campus and representatives from local 
police and fire departments, the American 
Red Cross, Escambia County Emergency 
Management Agency, the Arrive Alive Tour 
Drunk & Distracted Driving Simulator, and 
the Lakeview Center’s SHAPE (Substance-
abuse, HIV Assessment and Prevention 
Education) bus offered information to 
students, faculty and staff. 

A variety of safety-related topics were  
covered including cybersecurity, identity  
theft and interacting with law enforcement.  
First aid seminars provided AED and CPR 
training and personal protection training 
sessions offered instruction in Krav Maga  
self-defense for women and active shooter  
training. The month wrapped up with panel  
discussion on mental health, domestic 
violence, human trafficking and social 
media threats. 



PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT26

CLOVER PICK A BOWL 
FILL A BOWL
The 2018 Clover Pick A Bowl 
Fill A Bowl, renamed in honor 
of beloved Pensacola State  
College art professor Bill Clover,  
was held in September 2018 
and raised $37,762.23 for 
the Manna Food Bank. Now 
entering its 12th year, the 
fundraiser has raised well over 
$300,000 for Manna.

Clover who worked at the  
College for more than 50 
years died in early May 2018. 
The event, which took place 
at PSC’s Lou Ross Center, 
featured more than 700 
unique ceramic bowls 
handcrafted by Clover, 
Pensacola State faculty and 
other local artists.

The bowls sold for $40 each 
and participants were able to 
enjoy delicious soups prepared 
by 16 local restaurants and 
cooks. The evening also 
included a silent auction of 
handmade art pieces created 
by local  
artists.

HURRICANE  
MICHAEL RELIEF
Hurricane Michael devastated 
our neighbors to the east when 
it made landfall as a Category 5 
storm in October 2018. 

In response, Pensacola State 
College employees donated food, 
cleaning supplies and personal 
care items to Gulf Coast 
State College employees and 
students to help with recovery 
efforts. Items were collected 
on the Pensacola, Milton and 
Warrington campuses and 
Century and South Santa Rosa 
Centers for several weeks. 

Jonathan Garrett, PSC’s 
environment management 
manager, delivered a van filled 
with the donated items to 
Panama City in November 2018.

PENSACOLA STATE COLLEGE-WEST FLORIDA 
HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES COOKOUT
The seasonal temps were the 
perfect setting for the Second 
Annual Pensacola State College- 
West Florida Hospital Employees 
Cookout held Nov. 10, 2018, on 
the Pensacola campus. 

Along with grilled burgers 
and hot dogs, there were 
bounce houses for the kids, 
cornhole toss games for the 
grown ups and even a rock wall 
for the brave. A couple of “Star 
Wars” Stormtroopers and Kylo 
Ren even made appearances.

Pensacola State College and 
West Florida Healthcare have a 
long-standing partnership that 
allows PSC’s allied health and 
nursing students to perform 
clinical rotations at West 
Florida Hospital. 

In recognition of this 
partnership and the hard 
working employees at both 
institutions, West Florida 
Healthcare President Carlton 
Ulmer and PSC President Ed 
Meadows invited employees 

and their immediate family 
members to attend the second 
annual event.

UNITED WAY DAY  
OF CARING: PIRATES  
GIVE BACK
On Oct. 5, 2018, Pensacola 
State employees, students 
and members of the Pirates 
baseball team removed old 
beds and installed 48 new 
donated beds in 26 guest 
rooms at Pensacola’s Ronald 
McDonald House.

The facility provides a home 
away from home for families 
who travel to Pensacola to 
receive critical medical care for 
their children.

A second Pensacola State 
group volunteered at First 
City Art Center to assist with 
the Pumpkin Patch Party 
by helping to landscape the 
facility and setting up tables 
with over 1,000 blown glass 
pumpkins for the largest 
fundraiser of the year.

Betty Freeney 
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FACILITIES
GROUND BROKEN FOR CONSTRUCTION OF NEW STEM BUILDING
Ground was broken on the East Wing 
of Pensacola State College’s new STEM 
building on Nov. 13, 2018.

Local officials, members of the Baars 
family, along with representatives from 
Ajax Building Corp and Florida Architects 
joined Pensacola State’s Board of Trustees, 
Board of Governors, faculty, staff and 
students for the event.

Construction on the first phase (East 
Wing) of the facility began in January — 
following the abatement and demolition of 
the Mary Ellison Baars Building. 

The $13 million East Wing will be home to 
the College’s cybersecurity and mathematics 
programs. The total cost for the entire facility 
is projected to be $34 million.

A construction start date has not been 
set for the second phase (West Wing and 
second-floor connector).

“We badly need the space for our 
cybersecurity degree program which has 
quadrupled in enrollment since it was first 
offered in fall 2016,” said PSC President  
Ed Meadows. 

In addition to cybersecurity and math  
programs, the 25,389-square-foot East 
Wing will house math tutorial labs and 
office space. The first phase is projected to  
be in use by May 2020.

The West Wing and second-floor 
connector will be a 
total of 46,133-square 
feet and is projected to 
cost $21 million. 

Ajax Building 
Corp is the project’s 
general contractor, 
and Florida Architects 
designed the facility.

The STEM facility will replace the 
Baars Building (Building 1), which was 
constructed in 1956. The facility was 
named for the matriarch of the Baars 
family in recognition of their role in 
making the property available for the 
College’s Pensacola campus.

LAMAR, REILLY AND SWITZER FAMILIES TURN OUT FOR RIBBON 
CUTTING OF CHARLES W. LAMAR STUDIO
Pensacola State College unveiled the  
state-of-the-art Charles W. Lamar Studio 
in February 2018.

The 11,000-square-foot studio was 
made possible by a $1 million gift from the 
Lamar, Reilly and Switzer families in 2014. 
The donation served as seed money for 
the construction of the $3 million facility 

which is an addition to the 
Anna Lamar Switzer Center 
for Visual Arts. 

Lamar, Reilly and 
Switzer family members, 
Pensacola State trustees, 
administrators, faculty and 
staff as well community 
supporters were among the  
gala attendees.

“Pensacola State is 
extremely fortunate to 

have the support of the Lamar, Reilly and 
Switzer families,” said PSC President Ed 
Meadows. “The visions of these families 
and financial commitments have helped 
Pensacola State make this long-sought-
after facility a reality.” 

Charles W. Lamar Sr., the facility’s 
namesake,─ first came to Pensacola in  
1902 and eventually founded Lamar 
Advertising Co. 

According to Bobby Switzer, Lamar 
fostered a love for the arts and was a 
faithful supporter and patron. 

“We truly wanted to honor him, and are 
so pleased the studio bears his namesake,” 
Switzer added. 

“Our families could not have asked for a 
more fitting tribute to the Lamar name than 
this facility – housed in the Anna Lamar 
Switzer Center for Visual Arts.”

Bobby Switzer and John Switzer cut the ribbon at the Feb. 20, 2018, 
grand opening of the Charles W. Lamar Studio with members of the 
Lamar, Reilly and Switzer families and  College leadership.

Ground was broken in November 2018 on Pensacola State’s 
new STEM building. The facility will replace the Mary Ellison 
Baars Building, and include a West Wing and second-floor 
connector when complete.



PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT28

ORIGINAL PRODUCTIONS
Local productions spotlight 
attractions, events and talent 
unique to the viewing area 
with WSRE winning Bronze 
Telly Awards for excellence 
in video and television 
production for “In Your Own 
Backyard: The Gulf Coast Hot 
Air Balloon Festival” and “Best 
of StudioAmped: Volume 2.”

An election cycle tradition, 
“RALLY” candidate forums 
have been produced as a 
public service of WSRE in 
partnership with the League of 
Women Voters since the 1970s. 
WSRE aired live “RALLY” 
broadcasts for both the 
primary and general elections 
in 2018, covering local and 
congressional races for voters 

in Escambia, Santa Rosa and 
Okaloosa counties, along with 
the mayoral race in Pensacola.

Other longstanding WSRE 
series, like “Aware!” (hosted 
by Dee Dee Sharp) and 
“Legislative Review,” also  
serve to inform and connect 
local communities. 

Jeff Weeks, Sherri 
Hemminghaus Weeks and 
Rameca Vincent Leary each 
produce and host their own 
episodes of “inStudio”— 
conversations covering 
current affairs and local 
initiatives. Leary also hosts 
“Pensacola State Today,” 
covering the people, programs 
and community impact of 
Pensacola State College.

WSRE
WSRE positively impacts communities in Northwest Florida and Coastal Alabama through education, 
entertainment and engagement. In addition to award-winning local productions and national PBS 
content, WSRE offers community events like Be My Neighbor Day, the Imagination Station early 
learning activity center at Blue Wahoos Stadium, Florida PBS LearningMedia for local classrooms and 
the Public Square speakers series.

EDUCATIONAL 
SERVICES
The WSRE Imagination Station 
is a public venue designed 
to promote early education 
and provide access to family 
learning activities with an 
assortment of educational PBS 
resources—books, toys and 
touchscreen computers loaded 
with educational games.

In its first five years, more 
than 50,000 people had visited 
the Imagination Station. Public 
hours have been extended 
from three mornings a week to 
six, while afternoons remain 
reserved for community 
organizations focused on early 
intervention and children with 
special needs.

Through Florida PBS 
LearningMedia, local classrooms 
have access to thousands of 
customized digital learning 
resources. In February, WSRE 
hosted a PBS LearningMedia 
professional development 
workshop for 113 Escambia 
County K-12 teachers who 
learned to tap into America’s 
#1 educational media brand 
for free access to innovative, 
standards-aligned resources 
and productivity tools.

The Krickets on “StudioAmped”

Imagination Station kiosk with pbskids.org

“In Your Own Backyard”

“inStudio”
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COMMUNITY EVENTS
It was a beautiful day in 
the neighborhood when 25 
community organizations 
partnered with WSRE to 
host the first Be My Neighbor 
Day in April 2018. This free 
community event focuses 
on early learning along with 
health and safety resources for 
families with young children. 
Headlining the inaugural event 
were Daniel Tiger and Katerina 
Kittycat characters from 
“Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood” 
and PBS KIDS co-host Mr. 
Steve (Steve Roslonek), who 
performed three interactive 
shows for a full-house of 
delighted children and parents 
in the Amos Studio.

WSRE Public Square 
presented local events in 
conjunction with national 
public television programs, 
“American Creed” and “The 
Great American Read.”

“American Creed” began 
when Stanford University 
colleagues Condoleezza Rice 
and David M. Kennedy teamed 
up to investigate the idea of a 
uniting American creed. The 
film frames stories of activists 
striving to realize their 
visions of America’s promise. 
Following a screening of the 
film in the Amos Studio, two 
from the cast — Tegan Griffith, 
a U.S. Marines veteran, and 
Terrence Davenport, who had 
worked to create economic 
opportunity in the Arkansas 
Delta — participated in a 
discussion moderated by PSC 
professor Douglas Mock.

Other Public Square 
events offered local 
community engagement in 
“The Great American Read” 
— PBS’ campaign in search 
of America’s best-loved 

book. Wayne Flynt, author 
of “Mockingbird Songs: My 
Friendship with Harper Lee,” 
and Nancy Anderson, an 
English professor and sought-
after Harper Lee scholar, read 
excerpts from his book and 
letters written by the “To Kill 
a Mockingbird” author in 
the May 2018 presentation 
of “Harper Lee: In Her Own 
Words.” The event kicked 
off a summer of reading and 
voting capped off by another 
Public Square presentation, 
“Books Every Floridian 
Should Have on the Shelf,” by 
award-winning author and 
speaker Jeff Klinkenberg. This 
presentation was funded in 
part by a Florida Humanities 
Speakers Series grant awarded 
to Pensacola State College.

Other WSRE events in 2018 
included the annual WSRE 
PBS KIDS & Family Day at 
Gulfarium Marine Adventure 
Park in March, again kicking 
off spring break in Okaloosa 
County; a Reading of the Names 
at Veterans Memorial Park 
during the week leading up to 
Memorial Day, which involved 
more than 1,200 volunteers 
reading the 58,318 names 
inscribed on The Wall South; 
the 30th annual Wine & Food 
Classic in October, featuring 
PBS chef Sara Moulton and 
a walkabout tasting by local 
top chefs; and a Masterpiece 
Holiday Tea in December, 
celebrating the third season  
of “Victoria” on PBS.

WSRE Public Square presents “American Creed”

PBS KIDS’ Mr. Steve performs at Be My Neighbor Day

Reading of the Names at The Wall South

WSRE Public Square presents  
“Harper Lee: In Her Own Words”
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Through the efforts of Pensacola 
State College Grant and Federal 
Programs, the College was 
awarded $3,137,583 in grants 
from a variety of sources.

Bank of America
Bank of America — $8,000

Fish Florida Grant
Fish Florida — $2,230.00

Fish Florida Equipment Grant
Fish Florida — $3,200.00

Florida Department of 
Economic Opportunity
Florida Job Growth Fund 

Workforce Training — 
$1,860,510

Florida Department of 
Education
Adult General Education — 

$189,986
Integrated English Literacy and 

Civics Education — $37,711
Carl D. Perkins — $567,946

Florida Humanities Council
Florida Humanities Series — 

$5,000

Florida Theatrical Association
Florida Theatrical Association 

— $6,000
Florida Theatrical Association 

— $7,000

Foo Foo Fest
Foo Foo Fest — $8,500

International Paper
International Paper — $1,500

The Florida College System 
Foundation
Healthy Kids – Dental 

Outreach for Florida 
KidCare — $15,000

U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Office on Violence Against 
Women
Reduce Sexual Assault, 

Domestic Violence and 
Dating Violence and Stalking 
on Campus — $300,000

VisitPensacola 
Visit Pensacola — $125,000

GRANTSPSC AT A GLANCE 2018

Baccalaureate  
Degrees

91% 
Graduates are 

Employed Full-Time

OVER 110,000 
GRADUATES 

since 1948

A.A. Degrees 

83% 
of Graduates are 

Employed or  
Continuing their 

Education

RANKED #11 
“Best Schools for 

Veterans”  
National Colleges  

& Universities 
— U.S. News &  
World Report

OVER $22 MILLION
 AWARDED

Financial Aid,  
Scholarships,  

& Grants

RANKED #4 
Top Public Schools 

Regional College South
Highest Ranked  
Florida College

— U.S. News &  
World Report

Average earnings of  
Bachelor’s in Nursing Graduates

$66,000 annually

BSN Nursing 
Graduates

96% 
are 

Debt-Free

Offers Over 

100 
Degrees and  
Certificates
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Pensacola Campus
1000 College Boulevard  |  Pensacola, FL 32504

Milton Campus
5988 Highway 90  |  Milton, FL 32570

Warrington Campus
5555 West Highway 98  |  Pensacola, FL 32507

Downtown Center
418 West Garden Street  |  Pensacola, FL 32502

Century Center
440 East Hecker Road  |  Century, FL 32535

South Santa Rosa Center
5075 Gulf Breeze Pkwy  |  Gulf Breeze, FL 32563

PensacolaState.edu

Pensacola State College does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, color, gender/sex, age, religion, marital status, pregnancy, disability, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or genetic information in its educational programs, activities, or employment. For inquiries regarding Title IX and the College’s nondiscrimination 
policies, contact the Executive Director of Institutional Diversity and Student Conduct at 850-484-1759, Pensacola State College, 1000 College Blvd., Pensacola, Florida 32504.
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